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CIRCULAR

Dear Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sistersand bel oved Brothersand Sistersin
Christ,

Greetingsfromthe See of the Exarchate of St Ephrem!

| wishyou all ablessed Catholicos’ Day, aday in which we renew
our communion with and obedience to the Maor Archbishop
Catholicos, the Father and Head of our Church and rededicate
ourselves to the mission of our Church. The message of the Day
from our beloved Bavathirumeni isto be read in al our parishes
and mission centres on Sunday, 5 February 2017. The other
celebrations of the day are to be duly followed up. | will be
observingtheday inour Cathedral Church.

With thiscircular, | would like to bring some important things of
our Exarchateto your kind attention and committed action.

1. Atameeting of the Pastoral Council and Finance Council of our
Exarchate held successively on 25 November 2016 at St. Mary’s
MSC Cathedral Khadki Pune, it was recommended unanimously
that the allowance given to our Rev Priests serving in the
Exarchatebeincreased to Rs. 10,000/- per month. To find theextra
amount for the Priest-Support fund, contribution from units hasto
be increased by 25% in the financia year 2017-’ 18 and again by
25%intheyear 2018-' 19. Exemptionsif any will bedecided by the
Finance Officer of the Exarchate in consultation with the Exarch.
After further consultations, | now endorse the recommendation.
Thisdecisionshall comeintoforcefrom 1April 2017.

2. Similarly, in the same meetings mentioned above, the doubt,
which are the items included in the 15% contribution from the
parishestowards our common expenses, it was recommended that
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15% of the gross income of the parish has to be remitted to the
Exarchial Curiafor itsadministrative expenses. Thiswill exclude
income for dedicated offertory to be given over to different
centres/purposes through the Exarchate and income for dedicated
charity works. Fund raising for specific construction workswhich
had due approval from the Exarchate are al so exempted from this.
Any other exemption has to be obtained from the Exarch. This
decision shall also comeinto effect from 1 April 2017.

It is the duty of the Parish Priests and the Parish Councils to
implement the above directives given on the recommendations of
the Pastoral Council and the Finance Council of our Exarchate. |
also would like to bring to your attention that the actual expenses
in the above cases will be a lot more than the expected income.
How will we manage? God isgraciousto us!

3. As you know, we have bought a piece of land at Kharsundi
Village near Khopoli for our infrastructural needs. As we need a
place to house our Minor Seminary in the year 2019 we have to
start constructing the building now. Hence, the Pastoral Council
and the Finance Council discussed the waysand meansto fund the
seminary construction. The proposal is to get sponsors from
among the members of our Church, from among our benefactors
and well-wishers. Our Faithful can dedicate the chapel, the class
rooms, living quarters, etc. as a tribute to or commemoration of
their beloved onesor intheir ownfamily names. Itisestimated that
the construction costs Rs 2000/- per sg. ft. A simple way of
contributing to the construction is by sponsoring as many sg. ft of
construction as possible. It is obvious that anyone can sponsor at
least 1 0. ft

| am happy to announce that Mr Babu George from Kharghar
Church (Navi Mumbai) will bethe Chief Coordinator of theentire
project at Khopoli. Rev. Fr Varghese Kaithon as Finance Officer
will manage the project. Soon you will be informed of the fund-
raising programmesthrough abrochure.

4. 1 amaso happy to announcethat theformal inauguration of our
Evangelisation Mission at Bapatla and the surrounding regions
near Vijayawadain AndhraPradesh took placeon 11 January 2017
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with the blessing of two small rented houses at Bapatla. Rev. Fr
Stephen Chempakathoppu and Rev. SistersMercy Xavier DM and
Geo Francis DM have taken up the task of sharing the joy of the
Gospel staying at their respective houses. Our Lay Missionaries
like Mr Sunny Pawath, Mr VA George, Mr Alex Vaavil, Mr Joshi
Raphael and Ms Mary Joshi are on constant visit to the mission
stationsto replenish the missionaries. The mission explorations at
Hoskotta, Devanahalli, Kamagiri, Gulbarga, Pune and other
places are giving positive results. Now | appeal to you to stay in
solidarity with our missionariesthrough prayer and offerings.

With regard to the fund-raising for our seminary construction and
for our missions some of our Faithful from across the
ecclesiastical districts of our Exarchate under the leadership or
guidance of thelocal Parish Priest will visit you and request your
sponsorship asindicated above. Kindly make your offer. You can
remit your offerings in installments according to your
convenience. Asyou know, when you giveyour offerings happily,
you and your family will be blessed by God.

My word, as| took over the ministry asthe Exarch of St Ephrem-
khadki, still stands; that is, nobody will be burdened by
compulsory financial collections. However, | urge you to be in
solidarity with the needs of our Church, aswe haveto build her up.
TheExarchatereliesonyour generousvoluntary offerings.

Requesting your prayersfor me, | invoke God's choicest blessings
onyouandonour families!

Withlove, humbly at your service,
Your Aboon,

i % s

X ThomasMar AnthoniosOIC

Apostolic Exarch
Exarchate of S Ephrem, Khadki-Pune

N.B.: Thiscircular should beread in all our parishes and mission
centreson coming Sunday after the Holy Qurbono.

9




THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
EXARCHATE OF ST EPHREM KHADKI-PUNE

Prot. No. CL 01/2017 20 January 2017

wdenieid
(@ MIa0gR0MeWg HOUSHOHE, MMIMMNE, MVEMNAIBS MENIBE! MDD

206,
OIS ag)B(a%0 oD TIAEEF@AlIMZo MBMNIWBoG (!

BRMY(DNSHEAIW Goemoelanodmo amom wlaErmesmadango @womlangang.
merges MWEWINs Melaimdo Jlmoageow eand @ydgtmilas’ @:oemoelang
RI0QIDWAOWISS 3SOWAWGo BRMIMEEMAIZo MAflG:@AlEngM@Imge MEWEHIE
aElwiss maages (Joilencpm maddlangamalmgalss seg dmacsemlo, GemElan;
©96moell @I Ml RZEAMIWINS MEMBLR, AMIWNIF I, HA(IZAIE! 5-00 Gl
02368 o210 VSl A EleIdo dlaaiad eov(m@aglerzo all. @3daniomaean; awleamamsmo
om’ @polod alldegusl gllogam ag’ @) aean@Rgge Wldaldlesnmmosm amoms @pemdl
QItvo DERJHS SHOM(WOET HNRAILIWOMITY @R) alEEM BRUGER BNMIM]|o M@ 3o.

29 (dE3eIdas], qarivodeamdlne (womaas ale olldweanl wlesgges (BED
Wlerango (GILIMIIAAID (2IAIGOMMERSICAGTo OSIMBIVUBI NI @R(N
aOlamgang.

1. 2016 MQIoGNIAQ 25-00 M alg@maiadesl H” eadlay’ eoil(aelladalgf msom
od5 oloqodd  @vimnilaBwge «dmomda’ evmadelo@wg.  ewon@RM,
o) BMBEENJIM 1BF(BFaA MaIPIAD EDIaNFAOMENS HEOAUGEOZNS GRRAIMAY (IOl
29000 ANV Agalwow] AIBARLIAENIM oBd>@EMEOMIIIodw 6 ADIRYN.
eeIdle-Moeegsn miwluleaa @RWle M HOEBOMIMMIMIEAUNE B06EI
@gamldlod wlangagss MeEOAIM2017-'18 MOMICTIEQIGAODII@ 25%-Qigo 2018-'19
oMIom & aIdA0mIa3 allergo 25%-0igo  ABRUINENOM 03alodw Mawmy. DOl
03013800 @RHAIRINABIOS MBS’ Bodlavd ag@odangaowl @geeroal gl dlegas
0ASIEMMOWIEIE 0. MISB l@[OBRIV AMRUIBENFERaRlo, DD 113010800 DM
oMo BRoWleElEngang. 2017 aB(all@d | A3ME3 LD @EAIMo (wI06RIRIOMIT QIR
Wkl

2. EPMYBIOE, 23Ol (amimoally Agloniadldd, «BOmEIo  alezAIMmERS]
@3aslanosm’ Msale & Sl@lan Balomy alleiaiiegdleriwa” 15% alladlmo @RS ENBD
af)aD  Mo@ODIM, of)SNICSHWM SIAWIWINS BEEMIERAOW  alleiges
GAWER VSABWINS GRYRG AIEFAODOMIHIM 15% dmomday’Bo.dailod Geswesnas

10




mo6m’ agyam wldegueagerowil. allalln e:oeewesgleagngo (Ml 263MRIBRIBENS
2388 WML GMlMGdT3nlangss AEIAIDOIMD  BIOMAIW 2aall(al
QGOMMOMIMG  EREAIGIENIAD  MoBIANGOIWo MMI@mlango  aslanaslailsy
a6 o) odeandlad mlamgo aemacw @em3ads eidlals3es (aemie asldenosm (al
QGOMMBEBSINS DMERAIGNAOM®Fo oladmlmnge adlaoalwlsgems. ag’ .o
BleIgo MBS BRHAURIOABITT of)@0I3SI@ Wlango eMElS AO@EIEEHEBMOSID’
09 01e320MaIg0 2017 ai(xl@d 1-00 Bl ailernlled aegamosm:
DS o &ModemPlan  wloguom @vmiaielagwge «dmomm’ eommdel
OPWo 103a19G0B(al9B0 MRSz eacdaoam alaninwesd mssllad aeg
COMBO DSAIGAl@IFlWINSWI DA GAIGIWINSWo GSAWOED. AZEEIMD
(almoall glElEngmm G0eiBRIBHENINEWIo ARG WWO3MA allelal, (adlleglangmm
QEIAOMEIMENIBe  AIZOE @ JSFMRDWIGIANINAI @R MM  WlERsyeS
(PRVIMIHISFOMIANG. 9% VOMBRAMENDI0f DaWIo? HNRAI ME2AS Gl
©388QIMOAMEIO!
3. WlERBEnAoAMNMmIEIone], MAARS @RSIMAIMMVSEERE Mldedanganail
Mol EaIVENIEW SO QIBGAVINE! (NOAVDI@ ERB &0 9l3anarlo Q16N WSl g36mE,
2019-03 Meages OHAMAE amAlmISlwe wmAW] BEY OHG:SSo 2BICHIBMIENE.
@Ole  aldeaoem (AOmM@RN DENBOMAM @RHEEsy ATlwWIsg. @MY
6. HAAIMIE](2lAIGOMMSBBIBE BRHAURIAID DMEREIEMMOMIMISS ao«}ggam
08 @30l ol alogqomd eoemmilerzo «dmomday’ eoemadlego aldglm @3, MeAZHS MED
a@glad awlamgo, 2a&9@laglmdmlangs, @REIEWGeLlaSlaialmie GomImes
aamiadslengaom aldegmeansgameowl. meagens almpailavag.nomla’ @raeges
(loassaude’ (wepommzelmoswo,  GeeBI0l GRAIRIDS  @3SFoEnIOMIN
caldlerio aaalmoal a1oa@d, @ogua3dlensd, moamilangam agdla apadlal aadsl
ENOQIFANMIEN. BOF AMIR(W @RSIEN 2,000 @Fal o) WlEEsileIoem’ amldeaosm afleial
SN AIHONF G| M. WlBaaosm (alAI3OmMmEBSIE3 zlanol ®saasganailmg
83 aglmao® a9d%o, @Slaigsglseomoge aAm3E(We @RSIGE MIE.IMBAVD Halw3e:
A, BRHBEMIo BOY AMAW® @RS EeMBaVd & alWomd MowlENgo «HIDD’
QISOE QljOMAGID.

earoeaoglailon a3ezaind wED@lmINsSIe (OMERIBAIEMOOIW aodaad
(all agomesnt) osasoiloel (6. mioemig enodualnmalwd gldengang «gom’ @ed
WlEngM@IT3 of)alen BRGIOW MVEIMIAAZAE. DD IR MeAgeS «dlmomdny o
MOOW Dal@l. fIan3. ABHIMNS HOEMIEM @PINIS cAT3EMOSODIRIWIBENG0. 2IEDTI
WINS  WMAVRAIDEIMOMIMISS  al@laloSlHB B8R eloaigerlaals]  of)(MWYoEAINo
wlares Grdlwlenganmosn’
4. @RHAOW(aIERWEIRE QlBAIWENSO GRIaISI af)aD MALIOM 2017 BMIAUG! 11-90
ool 2 padw aselsied eeadecipswg. mlegsilo@wse. moamos!

11




oWl 3390 OAVMTIZNS @R (63RERSINE! MIANEMREI(alGUIRMBDMIo Mo
8963001@a00) 9meAISMo HAWMY «HIMOlDIlengmM@lmge ERIWOW eI
23616’ (ol 6n1a0g. 199, Q¥laaad & almIdEOm4Y, 601a03. Mlegueiy’cagndl eavald adl.ago.,
glewo (omaflad’ wlago. «milaid wo camERSIEd Moandlggnao6E a3alewa
OB QEIMI:o alBIAWENZM BIMo «BFHYSFOMIGIEAMNZMNI. MAAIEOS GEOROWE(al
sloeow (@l aghl agom, (@l ofl..g.e2ods, (Wl @eeieiy’ aigollod, (). 6o
006003, (Waw eadl emowl apanlad dlemdlacee wemlaasiomiaalmow]
Ala2i0d (ale30eeR08 Aleam@o MVMBALE] 93nB>06MBIEMIElENFMM. BNIMVE:S, :0aurlEl,
8rQIMoangsl, ngudenidm, algamagmilaiisanglonl dleim alejeaimeard avjmluailom
20 «IBRWB NASIORElCleang. MERSOS  (IO3MAM S EleIgHswo
MOMIOMIS  MNIW@BSlRIFHSWIo MEAZeS Alemalaceras’ 6ag):BoBM9IOITIM
@al@mgaleien3aioad emom mlearEz9S @R anjoMo M.alIang.

eadlmodlwins aldassm(«adommaBBange MIallewd (wGOMM@BRWBENA
WJBS DDAVAINEEM OHIM NEAINS @@”mod@mg’)‘lam oed o Heiodoe e qveo
ae® BsAIS ll@®odlacegns smmimomieo, aldegramlens ml@rng adlaileng
SWIo BNEEOM Mg allallg dloilwlod ooilod wmgeaegaom wlaesos’ @rajdmdang
OHWIo  AWIo. AW WIBE8INS WMAD® (& Slalanemo. wl@Rsles
M0oOAUMAVDSDalgBo MAUNSSOW] BRSWENIAUIMMISN.  WIBBEE QB
al3@0lo M@BS3601903, WlEBRE30 WIBBRSINS G3s3ocIAlgo HOBACMIDT BRMI(NalllEH
eaIsgamg!

AP af)8(20 of)BMOBEEFINI )G MO 102 BHOSIOMENI
NSl Qloe) DEx99o WleIladengmmy; ByREWIe wldsinBlm WmewaIEMD]
PEIGlO8 GIEOASIOTIIL HADD. PBileIgo, MAIEH MEA® ol MW BEOMEMBMY
DHGE BRAISIRS BRNIRIERES0S” WG Haf)@BOBNYEOMINS Galdangaladamsm
®am’ amom ml@BResos’ @RedMIAangan]. MIBBRSIRS @YOAE(JIGBIMAIW BVEIRIOIT
RIO6M o) 5 VOBEENY B (VMWD

Al engealsidl Ml@BRs3es (alo3@MAMG08 W allg3nd6E, MIERsnswe WIBRSINS
B 3SFoMIBRBINSWIoEA0 HOAANIING  (Noldreaow  @EMI@D@RIL DO
(lodmdlengamg!

m&lﬂﬂ:’lﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ ahemggaa i oo wgeg.el,
+ rQ-"{-‘ \_de:':fulmlvf
SR

X cmoay'a0d GREIMIEHIEWIN R.6)ag).avl
BRANBMOLIG, of) & VOB
OIS a)B(:90 o) B TVIBEENY, I BH-al3HM

N.B. : 29 wdonged memges «qelo aglederso, dlam es@manglergo, @poonmo eo(@agego
@BRS3OMIAUIM FMOWOIFal, Oll. S3BENION N0 AUIWIBENEBMOEID’

12




Bishop with the Christian Welfare Association

Minor Seminaries Christmas Celebration, Thane

Sunday School Kalolsavam Mr. Jobln Johny, Domblvall Parlsh
Mumbai District awarded for top marks in SSC Exam



New Year Day Retreat, Chinchwad FeI|C|tat|on of Bro Linson Sunny OIC
on completion of Novitiate, Kalewadi

Pongal Festlvl Ayyappakam Chennal




Christmas Carols

2nd Prize: St John’s MSCC 3rd Prize: St Anthony’s MSCC
Singasandra Pune




Mathu Sangham Get Together,
Kharghar

Food Distribution by Vikroli Parish
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S ' [HEMALANKARA SYRIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

EXARCHATE OF ST. EPHREM
KHADKI - PUNE

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Apostolic Exarch

To
All Priests, Religious and Faithful
Exarchate of St Ephrem Khadki

And to Whom it may Concern

The Facultiesto Celebrate Holy Qurbono and Other Sacraments
Withdrawn from Rev. Fr Sunil Maria Benedict

This is to inform you that, Rev. Fr Sunil Maria Benedict who came to
communion with the Catholic Church on 01 April 2016, has expressed his
decision to go back to the Eastern Orthodox Church. He has resigned from his
office as Assistant Parish Priest of St Mary's Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church, Hennur (Bengaluru) and from his mission responsibilities. This
resignation is accepted. He has resigned from the Malankara Catholic Church
itself. He has also declared publicly his intention to go back to the Eastern
Orthodox Church through aface-book posting on 26 January 2017. In thelight
of these, pending other canonical procedures according to the norm CCEO
¢ 1436, hisfacultiesas a Catholic Priest to cel ebrate Holy Qurbono, to dispense
other sacramentsand to do any other pastoral, spiritual or administrativeactsare
withdrawn. The Christian Faithful shall not avail of any such spiritual goods
from him anymore until further directionsfrom meincase herepentsand returns
to the Catholic Church. May the Holy Spirit inspire Fr Sunil Maria Benedict to
hold fast the One, Holy, Catholic and A postolic Faith which he professed!

This decree takes immediate effect. This shall be read in al churches and
mission centrestomorrow or onafollowing Sunday, after the Holy Qurbono.
Given from the Exarchial Curiaof St Ephrem Khadki (Pune) on the 28" day of
January 2017.

'y ;5‘ L
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—— (-E’::l :'di.L
“ThoresMer ArthurivsCAC =
Apostolic Exarch Fr. George Mathew OIC

Chancellor




EXARCHIAL NEWS

1. Festal Celebration of Bishop ThomasMar Anthonios

The feast of St Anthony the Abbot and that of our Aboon was
celebrated on 17 January at the Cathedral Churchin Khadki, Pune.
The prayerful celebrations began with concelebrated Holy
Qurbono in the evening. A short felicitation program held
thereafter was attended by representative from the different
parishes of the Exarchate. Msgr. Varghese Mattamana, Rev. Sr
Krupa SIC, Mr Johnson, the Exarchial MCA President felicitated
Bishop with their words of prayers, support and good wishes. The
presence of Bishop Thomas Dabre added charm to the
celebrations. Bishop Dabre extended his full support to the
Exarchate and expressed his wishes to Bishop Anthonios
presenting him with abouquet. The DM Sisters, Bethany Brothers
from Kaewadi and Seminarians from Nirma Hriday Minor
Seminary presented cultural programs including Prayer Songs,
Festal Wishes, Kavithavishkaram and Kalaripayittu one of the
oldest martial artforms.

2. Inaugurationof Missionin Bapatla, Andhra

The Exarchate hasinitiated its missionary activitiesto the regions
of Bapatla near Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh. Rev. Fr. Stephen
Chempakathoppu is appointed as the Priest-in-charge of the
Malankara Catholic Missions in Andhra. The DM Congregation
SistersMercy Xavier DM and Geo Francis DM have also taken up
the missionary activitiesthere. On 11 January 2017 the residences
for Fathers and Sisters were blessed by Rev. Fr. Varghese Kaithon
in the presence of Rev. Frs. Stephen and Joseph Vattaparambil,
Rev. Sisters and Lay Faithful Sunny Pawath, V A George, Alex
Valavil, Joshi Raphael and MsMary Joshi.

3. GroundLevelingWork Beginsat K hopoli
Another major initiative of the Exarchate hasseenlight at Khopoli.
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The proposed land for the Diocesan Headquarters along with the
Minor Seminary and Pastoral Centre was blessed by Bishop
Thomas Mar Anthonios on 16 January 2017 in the presence of
Rev. Fathers, Sistersand the Lay Faithful from Mumbai and Pune.
The first phase of the work at Khopoli is to construct our Minor
Seminary. Theleveling of the ground for the same has begun. On
the same day the Bishop also blessed arented house for the stay of
apriest to oversee the progress of thework at Khopoli. Around 60
peopl e participated inthisblessing ceremony.

4. Kalyan Ecumenical Association (KEA) Christmas
Celebration

The KEA promoting universal love and brotherhood through the
message of Jesus Christ initiated a United Christmas and New
Year Celebrationson 08 January at St Thomas Cathedral Churchin
Kalyan. The chief guest of the day was Shri PJKurien, the Deputy
Chairman of Rajya Sabhaand the Guest of Honour for the day was
Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios. In his Christmas message Bishop
emphasized on the need for greater Unity among the Christians
and to spread the message of brotherhood inthecountry.

5. Christian Welfare Association Christmas Celebration,
Thane

A night of comedy and cultural programswas organized by Thane
Christian Welfare Association, a fellowship of various Christian
denominations across Thane, on 30 December 2016 at Upvan
grounds. The chief guest of the event was Mr. Eknath Shinde,
honorable guardian minister of Thane. Among other dignitaries
present were Thane Mayor Mr. Sunil More, Mr. Ravindra Phatak
MLA, Bishops Thomas Mar Anthonios, Agnello Gracias, Edwin
Collaso & priestsfrom Churches across Thane. Bishop Anthonios
blessed the gathering with his words of wisdom and blessings of
Christmasand New Year.



EXARCHATE PARISH NEWS

Pune District

1.Holy Redeemer'sM SCC, K alewadi

a) Felicitation of BroLinson Mathew OIC

It was a very specia day for the parish members for Bo Linson
Mathew has completed his novitiate in Bethany Ashram and had
come for vacations in the official habit of Bethany Fathers. A
felicitation ceremony was arranged after the Holy Qurbano to
honor Bro Linson and Fr George Mathew OIC on his Priestly
Ordination Anniversary. Mr Varghese Joseph, Trustee and Fr Paul
OIC felicitated Bro Linson Mathew and Fr George Mathew. Bro
Linson shared his experience and thanks for the prayers and
support of the parish community.

2.&.Mary'sMSCC, WarjeM alewadi

a) ChristmasCelebration

The parish memberscametogether under theleadership of MCY M
who carried out cleaning and decorating the church and its
premises. Thisyear the Carolswere conducted for three days. The
Christmas service was held on 24 December, 2016 at 6:30pm
which was attended by the faithful at large other than the
parishioners. After the Christmas Qurbono there was short
programwherethe Santa Clausdistributed gifts.

b) Yeshu Dar shan Utsav

As every year, this year a'so on 25 December the Christmas Day
church doors were specially kept open on the Christmas day to
welcome all the believers. Thisyear we could witness nearly 5000
pilgrimsvisiting the church and receiving the blessing from I nfant
Jesus. The day was blessed with the presence of Bishop Thomas
Mar Anthonios addressing the pilgrims and sharing the message of
love. The whole day singing ministry and Bible preaching was
organized by the members of youth ministry from St. Antony's
Shrineand Tabor ministry. Holy Qurbono and Adoration wasalso
held. MCY M members gave leadership in arranging stall to make
available Bible and Christian articles for the needy. It was grest
experiencetowitnessthedeepfaithandthirst for theloveof our Lord.
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c) Inauguration of Mar athi/Hindi Prayer group

On the Christmas day Bishop Thomas Mar Anthoniosinaugurated
the Hindi/Marathi Community of the Malankara Catholic Church.
Prayer meetings exclusively for the Hindi and Marathi speaking
faithful was inaugurated to take place on every Sunday from 4:00
PM to 6:00 PM at Warjechurch.

3.S. ThomasM SCC, Chinchwad

a) ChristmasCelebrations

Christmas Carols were conducted over a period of 3 days. Vicar,
Rev. Fr. Zacharias Nandiyattu OIC also participated in the Carols
onall 3days. Christmasservicewasheld at St. ThomasMalankara
Catholic Church on 24 December. The main celebrant of the Holy
Qurbana was Rev. Fr. Issac Paracka OIC. All the parishioners
attended the service with spiritual joy and much enthusiasm. The
MCY M youth prepared avery creativecribfor theoccasion.

b) New Year Celebrations

New Year started with a'Retreat’ lead by the Gents wing, Ladies
wing and MCYM members. Post the retreat, Holy Qurbono was
celebrated by our Vicar Rev. Fr. Zacharias Nandiyattu OIC. The
parish memberswel comed the New Year by bursting crackersand
wishing each other greetingsof theNew Year.

1.S.Mary'sMSCC,BARC

a) ChristmasCelebrations

The Christmas services at BARC unit were celebrated by Rev. Fr.
Sleebadas OIC on 25 December. After the holy services,
Christmas songs were sung by MCYM members which was
enjoyed and appreciated by all. The members shared gifts as per
the names given in the 'unnikury'. The Christmas service ended
withthebreakfast arrangedfor al.

b) New Year Prayer M eeting

Specia prayer meeting was conducted at BARC chapel on 31
December on account of thanksgiving for the past year and for a
blessed new year. It was a great occasion for giving thanks to
Almighty Godfor all theblessingsshowered during theyear.
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c) Sunday school K alolsavam

The Sunday school studentsfrom BARC unit actively participated
in the Sunday School Kaolsavam held at Ulhasnagar on 01
January 2017. Many Sunday school children from the parish
bagged prizes. The parish specially congratulates all the
participants, parents, sunday school teachers and the winners. It
wasalso aproud moment for BARC when one of theteachersMrs.
Shine Anil won first prize in the literary competition held for the
Sunday school teachers.

2.Holy Family MSCC, Vikhroli

a) Catechism Exam and Results

The First term exam of the Catechism for the Exarchate was held
on 04 December 2016, after the Holy Qurbanaat HFM SCC under
the supervision of the external supervisor Mr. Alexander from
Kharghar parish. The results of the exams were declared on 09
December whereintheunit secured a100% result.

b) ChristmasCelebrations

HFMSCC parishioners after observing the 25 day nomb,
celebrated the birth of Jesus after theformal announcementsof the
same through the Carols held on 22 and 23 December. On the eve
of 24 December, Rev. Fr. Stephen Chempakathoppu from Goa
celebrated the Holy Eucharist for the faithful. To add to the
celebrations, “Unnikury” friendswere given giftsand greetings of
Christmas.

c) Food Distribution

HFMSCC MCY M celebrated Christmasin adifferent manner. On
25 December the youth and some elders of the parish prepared
food and served it as packetsto the peopleliving on the streetsnear
the Tata Memorial Cancer Hospital. The MCYM organized this
charity activity under the leadership of their director and Vicar
Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipra and Regent Br. Paul and spent the day in
sharingthejoy of Christmas.

d) Feast of Holy Family and New Year

HFMSCC celebrated its Perunal on the feast day of the Holy
Family on 30 December. The festal flag was hoisted on 30
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December after the Holy Qurbana. Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar
Anthonios celebrated the Holy Eucharist for the faithful. He
conveyed his greetings, blessings and best wishes to the
parishioners as well as congratulated them for their effort of
providing all the support for the project of Shelter for the Shelter
less. The Unit also wished and celebrated the Priestly Ordination
day of Aboon and wished all the graces to him. The unit aso
conveyed their best wishesto Mr. Ninan Oommen and family who
were shifting to Kerala after a membership with the unit for a
period of morethan 10 years. Ms. Jinu Cheriyan conveyed aformal
vote of thanks to Aboon and the eve of New Year was concluded
with Perunaal Nercha

€) Mathrusangam ChristmasGet together

The HFMSCC Mathrusangam participated in the Christmas Get
together organized in the region by Mathrusangam Central
Secretariat team on 15 January at St. Mary's MSCC, Sakinaka.
They spent timein prayer, Carol singing and fellowship along with
themembersof theother units.

3.&.Mary'sMSCC, Dombivili

a) Sunday school K alolsavam

It was aproud moment for the Dombivili parishionersasit wasthe
first time that Dombivili as a unit participated in Sunday School
Kalolsavam. We are proud of our Sunday School Studentsfor their
dedication and hard work towards the entire program and also the
Sunday School Teachers, their mentors, Vicar, Sister-In chargeand
aso the committee members for their support towards the
program.

b) Awar dsfor the SSC Exam Toppers

On 08 January 2016 at Kalyan Ecumenical Meet Mr. Jobin Johny
was being awarded by His Excellency Bishop Thomas Mar
Anthoniosfor scoring top mark in SSC exam. Jobin and his parents
werefelicitated by HisExcellency at themeet.

c) Sunday school Exam Rank Holders

Our Sunday School Students cleared the exams and came out with
flying colors. We are having two rank holders Master Joshua Roy
Fourth Standard with B+ and MissAngelaMathew Tenth standard
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with A. Congratulations to the Rank Holders on behalf of the
parishioners.

4. SMary'sMSCC, Kharghar

a) Christmasand New Year Qurbana

The prayerful celebrations of the Christmas were held with the
solemn Holy Qurbono offered by the Vicar Rev. Fr Mathai
Iranithara OIC. The New Year celebration was held with
Eucharistic Adoration followed by the Holy Qurbana. Denha
Perunaal Qurbono was celebrated on 06 January by Most Rev.
ThomasMar Anthonios.

b) SuvisheshaSangham

The new batch for the Sabhalevel Suvishesha Sangham training
session began on 05 January at Trivandrum. Mrs. Sally Thomas
participated inthe same.

c) KCA New Year Get Together

The New Year Get together and carol competition was held on 15
January 2017 at Airoli. Sunday school kids from our church
showcased their dance performanceduring the program.

5)SMary'sMSCC, Sakinaka

a) ChristmasCelebration

On the Joyous occasion of Christmas, Holy Qurbano was
celebrated by our Vicar Fr.Philip Pulipra. Prayer group wise carol
competition was held in the church. St. Mary's prayer group came
first in the competition. After the Holy Qurbana, Christmas gifts
were exchanged between families. A special event of our Parish
Christmas eve was a Carol service by our neighboring Marthoma
Parish.

b) Sunday school

Mumbai district 16th Sunday school Kalolsavam was held on 1st
January 2017 at St Joseph's Maankara Catholic Church,
Ulhasnagar. We are proud to announce that Sakinaka MSCCL
stood in 2nd position in the annual Kalolsavam. We express our
heartfelt gratitude to our Vicar Fr.Philip Pulipra, headmistress
Jolly Sabu and all MSCCL members and parents for their whole
hearted support. Congratulations, Sharon Jacob, Marcus Bimal
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George, Abison Sgji, MariaAnn George & Rose Ann Joseph who
won individual championships at various events of the
Kaolsavam 2017.

6) S ThomasM SCC, Thane

A) ChristmasCelebration

The festivities of Christmas got off to a traditional start with
Christmas carols, with respective prayer groups visiting homes of
parishioners spreading the message of birth of the Savior. The
Holy Qurbana was celebrated at the parish church by Rev Fr
Sleebadas OIC on Christmas Eve. A carol singing competition
'‘Carolsavam'’ was arranged for the prayer groups of the parish with
St John'sPrayer group bagging thefirst prize.

B)MCYM ChristmasCelebration

28 MCYM Members and 7 elders of our Parish visited the Ma-
Niketan Orphanage to celebrate the birth of our Savior on 25
December and added smiles among the 250 inhabitants of the
organi zation. We played gamesand al so cel ebrated the 1st birthday
of Alina Anson (member of our parish) followed by snacks and
prize distribution for thewinnersof the game played. Wethank our
Parish priest, Sister and all the parishionersfor supporting uswith
the cake salewe organized in order to generate the fund needed for
thevisit.

c) MSCCL Kalolsavam 2016

The Annual Kalolsavam of Mumbai district Sunday school was
held on 1st January 2017 at the premises of St. Joseph Bethany
High School, Ulhasnagar. The competitions were conducted in 5
different groups. We Thane won the overall championship trophy
of Kalolsavam 2016. 17 students of our parish bagged prizesin
individual eventsand 1st prizein liturgical song. We congratul ate
the little talents of the parish and thank them for making this
happen. The parish also expresses its gratitude to our Vicar, Rev.
Sr., HM, teachersand all parentsfor their guidanceand support.

7) &. Joseph'sMalankar a Catholic Church, Ulhasnagar

a) Christmascelebrations
Christmaswas celebrated with lots of fun and enjoyment. MCYM
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youth took initiative in conducting door to door carols and church
and crib decoration. A carol singing competition was aso
conducted inthe unit between the prayer groups of Ulhasnagar and
Dombivili.

b)M SCCL Kalolsavam

The 15th MSCCL Kaolsavam was held in St. Joseph's Malankara
Catholic Church, Ulhasnagar on 1st January, 2017. Ulhasnagar
unit won second prizein group dance. In literary competition Ms.
Olivia P. Joy stood second in essay writing competition for
teachers.

8) S JohntheBaptist M SCC, Vasai

The parish celebrated 25 gloriousyears of love and togethernessin
Christ. Excellinginall major activitiesand areal spiritual realm by
grace of the almighty our parish has reached wonderful heights.
From asmall 5 to 6 people community it hasgrownto 72 families.
Showcasing active and vibrant participation in all the major areas
like, MCCL (Madankara catechism league, MCY M-Malankara
catholic Youth Movement, Matrusangam, Pithruvedi and Also
Y CF (Young Couples Forum). A week long celebrations of praise
and worship brought peace and harmony among parishioners and
neighbors. The celebrations began on 31 December with many of
the former vicars celebrating Holy Qurbono in the parish and
conducting prayersand guidanceretreat talks. The programsof the
celebration concluded on 8 January. The feast celebration day
began with morning prayer at 10 am and solemn Holy Qurbana
and First Holy communion celebrated by Most Rev. Dr. Thomas
Mar Anthonios OIC and Archbishop Felix Machado (Bishop of
vasai Diocese). Following which a Public meeting was arranged
hosted by Miss Sojisha Samuel and Mr. Geojee Jose. The
concluding ceremony of silver jubilee celebrations ended with
papal anthem and national anthem, following which the agapewas
served, which wasfollowed by thelowering of theflag.

HYDERABAD DISTRICT
1) . Joseph MSCC , Hyderabad

a) Carol singing
The MCYM Hyderabad visited Bethany Karunyalaya Ashram to
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celebratethe birth of Christ withthe elders, kids, and tiny tots. The
orphanageinmateswere excited about thevisit and the youth were
happy to visit them and praise the Lord and His birth by sharing
Christmas experiences, carol singing, and spent the evening
spreading joy and happiness. The Bethany Ashram witnessed the
active participation of MYCM members from both St. Joseph
Malankara Catholic Church as well as Mother Mary Malankara
Catholic Church.

b) Holy Qurbonoat 'Action Renewal' convention

The Malabar community in Hyderabad organized a 03 day
convention for the faith and fellowship in Christ. The convention
was conducted at St. Mary's High School, Secunderabad. On the
first day of the convention wasthe Qurbono inthe MalankaraRite
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Jobi Thundiyath OIC. The choir wasled by
MCYM Hyderabad. The Malabar community was thankful and
experienced the spirituality of MaankaraQurbono.

S GeorgeM SCC, Ayyapakam

The festival of Pongal, the feast of harvest was celebrated in the
parish on 15 January. Thisisalso called " thamilar thiruvezha'. It
wasorganizedinthe church by themcym membersof thechurch.

Days of Remembrance

5 : Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of Bishop
Geeverghese Mar Divannasios, Catholicos Day

6 : Nineveh fast begins

9 :Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of Bishop Abraham
Mar Julios, Nineveh fast Ends

10 : Establishment of the Thronos of the Syro Malankara Catholic
Major Archiepiscopate

12 : Kohne Sunday, (Comm. of the departed Priests)

19 : Aneede Sunday, (Comm. Of the departed faithful)
Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of Bishop Joseph
Mar Thomas

22 : Comm. Of the Bp. Thomas Mar Dioscorus

26 : CGreat Fast Begins, Kothine Sunday

27 . Shubkono (Service of Reconcilation)
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Bishop's Diary - February 2017

02 : StMary'sMalankara School Anniversary, Sakinaka
03 : St Thomas Maankara School Anniversary, Nashik
04 : Blessing of Mar Thomas Church, Kalewadi

05 : CatholicosDay, Cathedral Church, Khadki

06 : 3DaysLent, Cathedral Church, Khadki

10 : Charity Program, Kharghar Parish

11  : Pattam, Trivandrum

12 : Malankara Catholic Parish, Erathumpamon, Kerala
13 : Marthandom

14 : Madhura Mission, Marthandom

18 : Engagement, Borivali Parish

27 . Subhkono, Cathedral Church - Khadki

~ New Appointments N

1) Fr Varghese Valikkodath-Director of Missonary Activities of the Exarchate

2) Fr Stephen Chempakathoppu- Priest-in-charge of the Malankara Catholic
Missions at Bapatla near Vijaywada, Andhra Pradesh

3) Fr Joseph Venmanath - Pune District Catechism Director

- Welcome ~

Rev. Srs. Mercy Xavier DM and Geo Francis DM at Bapatla Mission near
' Vijaywada, Andhra Pradesh

Dear Readers

Considering the suggestions of many it is decided to set apart a page for
matrimonia proposals to be published in the Ephremite, the Bulletin of the
Exarchate of St Ephrem from the next issue onwards. Requesting you to
kindly contact Fr George Mathew OI C (9545941458, ephremite@gmail.com)
for the matrimonial advertisements. Details should always be sent by mail &
by the parentsor the candidatesthemsel ves.
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Festal Celebrations of Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios
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