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Dear Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters and beloved Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,

Greetings from the See of the Exarchate of St Ephrem!

I wish you all a blessed Catholicos’ Day, a day in which we renew 
our communion with and obedience to the Major Archbishop 
Catholicos, the Father and Head of our Church and rededicate 
ourselves to the mission  of our Church. The message of the Day 
from our beloved Bavathirumeni is to be read in all our parishes 
and mission centres on Sunday, 5 February 2017. The other 
celebrations of the day are to be duly followed up. I will be 
observing the day in our Cathedral Church. 

With this circular, I would like to bring some important things of 
our Exarchate to your kind attention and committed action.

1. At a meeting of the Pastoral Council and Finance Council of our 
Exarchate held successively on 25 November 2016 at St. Mary’s 
MSC Cathedral Khadki Pune, it was recommended unanimously 
that the allowance given to our Rev Priests serving in the 
Exarchate be increased to Rs. 10,000/- per month. To find the extra 
amount for the Priest-Support fund, contribution from units has to 
be increased by 25% in the financial year 2017-’18 and again by 
25% in the year 2018-’19. Exemptions if any will be decided by the 
Finance Officer of the Exarchate in consultation with the Exarch. 
After further consultations, I now endorse the recommendation. 
This decision shall come into force from 1 April 2017.

2. Similarly, in the same meetings mentioned above, the doubt, 
which are the items included in the 15% contribution from the 
parishes towards our common expenses, it was recommended that 
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15% of the gross income of the parish has to be remitted to the 
Exarchial Curia for its administrative expenses.  This will exclude 
income for dedicated offertory to be given over to different 
centres/purposes through the Exarchate and income for dedicated 
charity works. Fund raising for specific construction works which 
had due approval from the Exarchate are also exempted from this. 
Any other exemption has to be obtained from the Exarch. This 
decision shall also come into effect from 1 April 2017.

It is the duty of the Parish Priests and the Parish Councils to 
implement the above directives given on the recommendations of 
the Pastoral Council and the Finance Council of our Exarchate. I 
also would like to bring to your attention that the actual expenses 
in the above cases will be a lot more than the expected income. 
How will we manage? God is gracious to us!

3. As you know, we have bought a piece of land at Kharsundi 
Village near Khopoli for our infrastructural needs. As we need a 
place to house our Minor Seminary in the year 2019 we have to 
start constructing the building now. Hence, the Pastoral Council 
and the Finance Council discussed the ways and means to fund the 
seminary construction. The proposal is to get sponsors from 
among the members of our Church, from among our benefactors 
and well-wishers. Our Faithful can dedicate the chapel, the class 
rooms, living quarters, etc. as a tribute to or commemoration of 
their beloved ones or in their own family names. It is estimated that 
the construction costs Rs 2000/- per sq. ft. A simple way of 
contributing to the construction is by sponsoring as many sq. ft of 
construction as possible. It is obvious that anyone can sponsor at 
least 1 sq. ft

I am happy to announce that Mr Babu George from Kharghar 
Church (Navi Mumbai) will be the Chief Coordinator of the entire 
project at Khopoli. Rev. Fr Varghese Kaithon as Finance Officer 
will manage the project. Soon you will be informed of the fund-
raising programmes through a brochure.

4. I am also happy to announce that the formal inauguration of our 
Evangelisation Mission at Bapatla and the surrounding regions 
near Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh took place on 11 January 2017 
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with the blessing of two small rented houses at Bapatla. Rev. Fr 
Stephen Chempakathoppu and Rev. Sisters Mercy Xavier DM and 
Geo Francis DM have taken up the task of sharing the joy of the 
Gospel staying at their respective houses. Our Lay Missionaries 
like Mr Sunny Pawath, Mr VA George, Mr Alex Valavil, Mr Joshi 
Raphael and Ms Mary Joshi are on constant visit to the mission 
stations to replenish the missionaries. The mission explorations at 
Hoskotta, Devanahalli,  Kamagiri, Gulbarga, Pune and other 
places are giving positive results. Now I appeal to you to stay in 
solidarity with our missionaries through prayer and offerings. 

With regard to the fund-raising for our seminary construction and 
for our missions some of our Faithful from across the 
ecclesiastical districts of our Exarchate under the leadership or 
guidance of the local Parish Priest will visit you and request your 
sponsorship as indicated above. Kindly make your offer. You can 
remit your offerings in installments according to your 
convenience. As you know, when you give your offerings happily, 
you and your family will be blessed by God.

My word, as I took over the ministry as the Exarch of St Ephrem-
khadki, still stands; that is, nobody will be burdened by 
compulsory financial collections. However, I urge you to be in 
solidarity with the needs of our Church, as we have to build her up. 
The Exarchate relies on your generous voluntary offerings.

Requesting your prayers for me, I invoke God’s choicest blessings 
on you and on our families!

With love, humbly at your service,

Your Aboon,

X  Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Apostolic Exarch 
Exarchate of St Ephrem, Khadki-Pune

N.B. : This circular should be read in all our parishes and mission 
centres on coming Sunday after the Holy Qurbono.
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Christmas Celebration - Kalyan Ecumenical Association, Mumbai

Holy Family Feast Day Celebration, Vikhroli

Sunday School Kalolsavam 
Mumbai District

Mr. Jobin Johny, Dombivali Parish 
awarded for top marks in SSC Exam

Bishop with the 
Minor Seminaries

Christian Welfare Association 
Christmas Celebration, Thane



Inauguration of Marathi Mission, Warje Malwadi

The Bapatla Mission, Andhra Pradesh

Felicitation of Bro Linson Sunny OIC 
on completion of Novitiate, Kalewadi

New Year Day Retreat, Chinchwad

Pongal Festival, Ayyappakam - Chennai



Christmas Carols 

1st Prize: St Mary’s MSCC, Hennur

2nd Prize: St John’s MSCC
Singasandra

3rd Prize: St Anthony’s MSCC
Pune

Warje Malwadi

HennurChinchwad

Hyderabad

Exarchial MCYM Crib Competition Results



Christmas Carols Competition, Thane

Mathru Sangham Get Together, 
Kharghar

Thane MCYM with 
Balniketan Children

Food Distribution by Vikroli Parish

Mumbai District MCCL Kaloltsavam 
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To
All Priests, Religious and Faithful
Exarchate of St Ephrem Khadki

And to Whom it may Concern

The Faculties to Celebrate Holy Qurbono and Other Sacraments
Withdrawn from Rev. Fr Sunil Maria Benedict

This is to inform you that, Rev. Fr Sunil Maria Benedict who came to 

communion with the Catholic Church on 01 April 2016, has expressed his 

decision to go back to the Eastern Orthodox Church. He has resigned from his 

office as Assistant Parish  Priest of St Mary's Malankara Syrian Catholic 

Church, Hennur (Bengaluru) and from his mission responsibilities. This 

resignation is accepted. He has resigned from the Malankara Catholic Church 

itself. He has also declared publicly his intention to go back to the Eastern 

Orthodox Church through a face-book posting on 26 January 2017. In the light 

of these, pending other canonical procedures according to the norm CCEO 

c 1436, his faculties as a Catholic Priest to celebrate Holy Qurbono, to dispense 

other sacraments and to do any other pastoral, spiritual or administrative acts are 

withdrawn. The Christian Faithful shall not avail of any such spiritual goods 

from him anymore until further directions from me incase he repents and returns 

to the Catholic Church. May the Holy Spirit inspire Fr Sunil Maria Benedict to 

hold fast the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Faith which he professed!

This decree takes immediate effect. This shall be read in all churches and 

mission centres tomorrow or on a following  Sunday, after the Holy Qurbono.
thGiven from the Exarchial Curia of St Ephrem Khadki (Pune) on the 28  day of 

January 2017.

 Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Apostolic Exarch Fr. George Mathew OIC

Chancellor
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EXARCHIAL NEWS

1. Festal Celebration of Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios

The feast of St Anthony the Abbot and that of our Aboon was 
celebrated on 17 January at the Cathedral Church in Khadki, Pune. 
The prayerful celebrations began with concelebrated Holy 
Qurbono in the evening. A short felicitation program held 
thereafter was attended by representative from the different 
parishes of the Exarchate. Msgr. Varghese Mattamana, Rev. Sr 
Krupa SIC, Mr Johnson, the Exarchial MCA President felicitated 
Bishop with their words of prayers, support and good wishes. The 
presence of Bishop Thomas Dabre added charm to the 
celebrations. Bishop Dabre extended his full support to the 
Exarchate and expressed his wishes to Bishop Anthonios 
presenting him with a bouquet. The DM Sisters, Bethany Brothers 
from Kalewadi and Seminarians from Nirmal Hriday Minor 
Seminary presented cultural programs including Prayer Songs, 
Festal Wishes, Kavithavishkaram and Kalaripayittu  one of the 
oldest martial art forms. 

2. Inauguration of Mission in Bapatla, Andhra

The Exarchate has initiated its missionary activities to the regions 
of Bapatla near Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh. Rev. Fr. Stephen 
Chempakathoppu is appointed as the Priest-in-charge of the 
Malankara Catholic Missions in Andhra. The DM Congregation 
Sisters Mercy Xavier DM and Geo Francis DM have also taken up 
the missionary activities there. On 11 January 2017 the residences 
for Fathers and Sisters were blessed by Rev. Fr. Varghese Kaithon 
in the presence of Rev. Frs. Stephen and Joseph Vattaparambil, 
Rev. Sisters and Lay Faithful Sunny Pawath, V A George, Alex 
Valavil, Joshi Raphael and Ms Mary Joshi. 

3. Ground Leveling Work Begins at Khopoli

Another major initiative of the Exarchate has seen light at Khopoli. 
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The proposed land for the Diocesan Headquarters along with the 
Minor Seminary and Pastoral Centre was blessed by Bishop 
Thomas Mar Anthonios on 16 January 2017 in the presence of 
Rev. Fathers, Sisters and the Lay Faithful from Mumbai and Pune. 
The first phase of the work at Khopoli is to construct our Minor 
Seminary. The leveling of the ground for the same has begun. On 
the same day the Bishop also blessed a rented house for the stay of 
a priest to oversee the progress of the work at Khopoli. Around 60 
people participated in this blessing ceremony.

4. Kalyan Ecumenical Association (KEA) Christmas 
Celebration

The KEA promoting universal love and brotherhood through the 
message of Jesus Christ initiated a United Christmas and New 
Year Celebrations on 08 January at St Thomas Cathedral Church in 
Kalyan. The chief guest of the day was Shri P J Kurien, the Deputy 
Chairman of Rajya Sabha and the Guest of Honour for the day was 
Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios. In his Christmas message Bishop 
emphasized on the need for greater Unity among the Christians 
and to spread the message of brotherhood in the country. 

5. Christian Welfare Association Christmas Celebration, 
Thane

A night of comedy and cultural programs was organized by Thane 
Christian Welfare Association, a fellowship of various Christian 
denominations across Thane, on 30 December 2016 at Upvan 
grounds. The chief guest of the event was Mr. Eknath Shinde, 
honorable guardian minister of Thane. Among other dignitaries 
present were Thane Mayor Mr. Sunil More, Mr. Ravindra Phatak   
MLA, Bishops Thomas Mar Anthonios, Agnello Gracias, Edwin 
Collaso & priests from Churches across Thane. Bishop Anthonios 
blessed the gathering with his words of wisdom and blessings of 
Christmas and New Year.
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EXARCHATE PARISH NEWS

Pune District

1. Holy Redeemer's MSCC, Kalewadi

2. St. Mary's MSCC, Warje Malewadi

a) Felicitation of Bro Linson Mathew OIC

It was a very special day for the parish members for Bo Linson 
Mathew has completed his novitiate in Bethany Ashram and had 
come for vacations in the official habit of Bethany Fathers. A 
felicitation ceremony was arranged after the Holy Qurbano to 
honor Bro Linson and Fr George Mathew OIC on his Priestly 
Ordination Anniversary. Mr Varghese Joseph, Trustee and Fr Paul 
OIC felicitated Bro Linson Mathew and Fr George Mathew. Bro 
Linson shared his experience and thanks for the prayers and 
support of the parish community.

a) Christmas Celebration

The parish members came together under the leadership of MCYM 
who carried out cleaning and decorating the church and its 
premises. This year the Carols were conducted for three days. The 
Christmas service was held on 24 December, 2016 at 6:30pm 
which was attended by the faithful at large other than the 
parishioners. After the Christmas Qurbono there was short 
program where the Santa Claus distributed gifts.

b) Yeshu Darshan Utsav

As every year, this year also on 25 December the Christmas Day 
church doors were specially kept open on the Christmas day to 
welcome all the believers. This year we could witness nearly 5000 
pilgrims visiting the church and receiving the blessing from Infant 
Jesus. The day was blessed with the presence of Bishop Thomas 
Mar Anthonios addressing the pilgrims and sharing the message of 
love. The whole day singing ministry and Bible preaching was 
organized by the members of youth ministry from St. Antony's 
Shrine and Tabor ministry.  Holy Qurbono and Adoration was also 
held. MCYM members gave leadership in arranging stall to make 
available Bible and Christian articles for the needy. It was great 
experience to witness the deep faith and thirst for the love of our Lord.
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c) Inauguration of Marathi/Hindi Prayer group

On the Christmas day Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios inaugurated 
the Hindi/Marathi Community of the Malankara Catholic Church. 
Prayer meetings exclusively for the Hindi and Marathi speaking 
faithful was inaugurated to take place on every Sunday from 4:00 
PM to 6:00 PM at Warje church.

a) Christmas Celebrations

Christmas Carols were conducted over a period of 3 days. Vicar, 
Rev. Fr. Zacharias Nandiyattu OIC also participated in the Carols 
on all 3 days. Christmas service was held at St. Thomas Malankara 
Catholic Church on 24 December. The main celebrant of the Holy 
Qurbana was Rev. Fr. Issac Parackal OIC. All the parishioners 
attended the service with spiritual joy and much enthusiasm. The 
MCYM youth prepared a very creative crib for the occasion. 

b) New Year Celebrations

New Year started with a 'Retreat' lead by the Gents wing, Ladies 
wing and MCYM members. Post the retreat, Holy Qurbono was 
celebrated by our Vicar Rev. Fr. Zacharias Nandiyattu OIC. The 
parish members welcomed the New Year by bursting crackers and 
wishing each other greetings of the New Year.

a) Christmas Celebrations

The Christmas services at BARC unit were celebrated by Rev. Fr. 
Sleebadas OIC on 25 December. After the holy services, 
Christmas songs were sung by MCYM members which was 
enjoyed and appreciated by all.  The members shared gifts as per 
the names given in the 'unnikury'. The Christmas service ended 
with the breakfast arranged for all.

b) New Year Prayer Meeting

Special prayer meeting was conducted at BARC chapel on 31 
December on account of thanksgiving for the past year and for a 
blessed new year. It was a great occasion for giving thanks to 
Almighty God for all the blessings showered during the year.

3. St. Thomas MSCC, Chinchwad

Mumbai District

1. St. Mary's MSCC, BARC
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c) Sunday school Kalolsavam

The Sunday school students from BARC unit actively participated 
in the Sunday School Kalolsavam held at Ulhasnagar on 01 
January 2017. Many Sunday school children from the parish 
bagged prizes. The parish specially congratulates all the 
participants, parents, sunday school teachers and the winners. It 
was also a proud moment for BARC when one of the teachers Mrs. 
Shine Anil won first prize in the literary competition held for the 
Sunday school teachers.

a) Catechism Exam and Results 

The First term exam of the Catechism for the Exarchate was held 
on 04 December 2016, after the Holy Qurbana at HFMSCC under 
the supervision of the external supervisor Mr. Alexander from 
Kharghar parish. The results of the exams were declared on 09 
December wherein the unit secured a 100% result.

b) Christmas Celebrations

HFMSCC parishioners after observing the 25 day nomb, 
celebrated the birth of Jesus after the formal announcements of the 
same through the Carols held on 22 and 23 December. On the eve 
of 24 December, Rev. Fr. Stephen Chempakathoppu from Goa 
celebrated the Holy Eucharist for the faithful. To add to the 
celebrations, “Unnikury” friends were given gifts and greetings of 
Christmas.

c) Food Distribution

HFMSCC MCYM celebrated Christmas in a different manner. On 
25 December the youth and some elders of the parish prepared 
food and served it as packets to the people living on the streets near 
the Tata Memorial Cancer Hospital. The MCYM organized this 
charity activity under the leadership of their director and Vicar 
Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipra and Regent Br. Paul and spent the day in 
sharing the joy of Christmas.

d) Feast of Holy Family and New Year

HFMSCC celebrated its Perunal on the feast day of the Holy 
Family on 30 December. The festal flag was hoisted on 30 

2. Holy Family MSCC, Vikhroli
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December after the Holy Qurbana. Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar 
Anthonios celebrated the Holy Eucharist for the faithful. He 
conveyed his greetings, blessings and best wishes to the 
parishioners as well as congratulated them for their effort of 
providing all the support for the project of Shelter for the Shelter 
less. The Unit also wished and celebrated the Priestly Ordination 
day of Aboon and wished all the graces to him. The unit also 
conveyed their best wishes to Mr. Ninan Oommen and family who 
were shifting to Kerala after a membership with the unit for a 
period of more than 10 years. Ms. Jinu Cheriyan conveyed a formal 
vote of thanks to Aboon and the eve of New Year was concluded 
with PerunaalNercha.

e) Mathrusangam Christmas Get together

The HFMSCC Mathrusangam participated in the Christmas Get 
together organized in the region by Mathrusangam Central 
Secretariat team on 15 January at St. Mary's MSCC, Sakinaka. 
They spent time in prayer, Carol singing and fellowship along with 
the members of the other units.

a) Sunday school Kalolsavam

It was a proud moment for the Dombivili parishioners as it was the 
first time that Dombivili as a unit participated in Sunday School 
Kalolsavam. We are proud of our Sunday School Students for their 
dedication and hard work towards the entire program and also the 
Sunday School Teachers, their mentors, Vicar, Sister-In charge and 
also the committee members for their support towards the 
program. 

b) Awards for the SSC Exam Toppers

On 08 January 2016 at Kalyan Ecumenical Meet Mr. Jobin Johny 
was being awarded by His Excellency Bishop Thomas Mar 
Anthonios for scoring top mark in SSC exam. Jobin and his parents 
were felicitated by His Excellency at the meet.

c) Sunday school Exam Rank Holders

Our Sunday School Students cleared the exams and came out with 
flying colors. We are having two rank holders Master Joshua Roy 
Fourth Standard with B+ and Miss Angela Mathew Tenth standard 

3. St. Mary's MSCC, Dombivili
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with A. Congratulations to the Rank Holders on behalf of the 
parishioners.

a) Christmas and New Year Qurbana

The prayerful celebrations of the Christmas were held with the 
solemn Holy Qurbono offered by the Vicar Rev. Fr Mathai 
Iranithara OIC. The New Year celebration was held with 
Eucharistic Adoration followed by the Holy Qurbana. Denha 
Perunaal Qurbono was celebrated on 06 January by Most Rev. 
Thomas Mar Anthonios.

b) SuvisheshaSangham

The new batch for the Sabha level Suvishesha Sangham training 
session began on 05 January at Trivandrum. Mrs. Sally Thomas 
participated in the same. 

c) KCA New Year Get Together

The New Year Get together and carol competition was held on 15 
January 2017 at Airoli. Sunday school kids from our church 
showcased their dance performance during the program.

a) Christmas Celebration

On the Joyous occasion of Christmas, Holy Qurbano was 
celebrated by our Vicar Fr.Philip Pulipra. Prayer group wise carol 
competition was held in the church. St. Mary's prayer group came 
first in the competition. After the Holy Qurbana, Christmas gifts 
were exchanged between families. A special event of our Parish 
Christmas eve was a Carol service by our neighboring Marthoma 
Parish. 

b) Sunday school

Mumbai district 16th Sunday school Kalolsavam was held on 1st 
January 2017 at St. Joseph's Malankara Catholic Church, 
Ulhasnagar. We are proud to announce that Sakinaka MSCCL 
stood in 2nd position in the annual Kalolsavam. We express our 
heartfelt gratitude to our Vicar Fr.Philip Pulipra, headmistress 
Jolly Sabu and all MSCCL members and parents for their whole 
hearted support. Congratulations, Sharon Jacob, Marcus Bimal 

4. St Mary's MSCC,  Kharghar

5) St Mary's MSCC,  Sakinaka
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George, Abison Saji, Maria Ann George & Rose Ann Joseph who 
won individual championships at various events of the 
Kalolsavam 2017.

A) Christmas Celebration

 The festivities of Christmas got off to a traditional start with 
Christmas carols, with respective prayer groups visiting homes of 
parishioners spreading the message of birth of the Savior. The 
Holy Qurbana was celebrated at the parish church by Rev Fr 
Sleebadas OIC on Christmas Eve. A carol singing competition 
'Carolsavam' was arranged for the prayer groups of the parish with 
St John's Prayer group bagging the first prize.

B) MCYM Christmas Celebration

28 MCYM Members and 7 elders of our Parish visited the Ma-
Niketan Orphanage to celebrate the birth of our Savior on 25 
December and added smiles among the 250 inhabitants of the 
organization. We played games and also celebrated the 1st birthday 
of Alina Anson (member of our parish) followed by snacks and 
prize distribution for the winners of the game played. We thank our 
Parish priest, Sister and all the parishioners for supporting us with 
the cake sale we organized in order to generate the fund needed for 
the visit.

c)  MSCCL Kalolsavam 2016

The Annual Kalolsavam of Mumbai district Sunday school was 
held on 1st January 2017 at the premises of St. Joseph Bethany 
High School, Ulhasnagar. The competitions were conducted in 5 
different groups. We Thane won the overall championship trophy 
of Kalolsavam 2016. 17 students of our parish bagged prizes in 
individual events and 1st prize in liturgical song. We congratulate 
the little talents of the parish and thank them for making this 
happen. The parish also expresses its gratitude to our Vicar, Rev. 
Sr., HM, teachers and all parents for their guidance and support.

a) Christmas celebrations

Christmas was celebrated with lots of fun and enjoyment. MCYM 

6) St Thomas MSCC, Thane

7) St. Joseph's Malankara Catholic Church, Ulhasnagar
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youth took initiative in conducting door to door carols and church 
and crib decoration. A carol singing competition was also 
conducted in the unit between the prayer groups of Ulhasnagar and 
Dombivili. 

b)MSCCL Kalolsavam

The 15th MSCCL Kalolsavam was held in St. Joseph's Malankara 
Catholic Church, Ulhasnagar on 1st January, 2017. Ulhasnagar 
unit won second prize in group dance. In literary competition Ms. 
Olivia P. Joy stood second in essay writing competition for 
teachers.

The parish celebrated 25 glorious years of love and togetherness in 
Christ. Excelling in all major activities and a real spiritual realm by 
grace of the almighty our parish has reached wonderful heights. 
From a small 5 to 6 people community it has grown to 72 families. 
Showcasing active and vibrant participation in all the major areas 
like, MCCL (Malankara catechism league, MCYM-Malankara 
catholic Youth Movement, Matrusangam, Pithruvedi and Also 
YCF (Young Couples Forum). A week long celebrations of praise 
and worship brought peace and harmony among parishioners and 
neighbors. The celebrations began on 31 December with many of 
the former vicars celebrating Holy Qurbono in the parish and 
conducting prayers and guidance retreat talks. The programs of the 
celebration concluded on 8 January. The feast celebration day 
began with morning prayer at 10 am  and solemn Holy Qurbana 
and First  Holy communion  celebrated by Most Rev. Dr. Thomas 
Mar Anthonios OIC and Archbishop Felix Machado (Bishop of 
vasai  Diocese). Following which a Public meeting was arranged 
hosted by Miss Sojisha Samuel and Mr. Geojee Jose. The 
concluding ceremony of silver jubilee celebrations ended with 
papal anthem and national anthem, following which the agape was 
served, which was followed by the lowering of the flag.

a) Carol singing

The MCYM Hyderabad visited Bethany Karunyalaya Ashram to 

8) St John the Baptist MSCC, Vasai

HYDERABAD DISTRICT

1) St. Joseph MSCC , Hyderabad
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Days of Remembrance

5 : Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of Bishop 
Geeverghese Mar Divannasios, Catholicos Day

6 : Nineveh fast begins 
9 : Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of Bishop Abraham 

Mar Julios , Nineveh fast Ends
10 : Establishment of the Thronos of the Syro Malankara Catholic 

Major Archiepiscopate
12 : Kohne Sunday, (Comm. of the departed Priests)
19 : Aneede Sunday, (Comm. Of the departed faithful) 
       Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of Bishop Joseph 

Mar Thomas
22 : Comm. Of the Bp. Thomas Mar Dioscorus
26 : Great Fast Begins, Kothine Sunday
27 : Shubkono (Service of Reconcilation)

celebrate the birth of Christ with the elders, kids, and tiny tots. The 
orphanage inmates were excited about the visit and the youth were 
happy to visit them and praise the Lord and His birth by sharing 
Christmas experiences, carol singing, and spent the evening 
spreading joy and happiness. The Bethany Ashram witnessed the 
active participation of MYCM members from both St. Joseph 
Malankara Catholic Church as well as Mother Mary Malankara 
Catholic Church.

b) Holy Qurbono at 'Action Renewal' convention

The Malabar community in Hyderabad organized a 03 day 
convention for the faith and fellowship in Christ. The convention 
was conducted at St. Mary's High School, Secunderabad. On the 
first day of the convention was the Qurbono in the Malankara Rite 
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Jobi Thundiyath OIC. The choir was led by 
MCYM Hyderabad. The Malabar community was thankful and 
experienced the spirituality of Malankara Qurbono. 

Chennai District

St George MSCC, Ayyapakam

The festival of Pongal, the feast of harvest was celebrated in the 
parish on 15 January. This is also called " thamilar thiruvezha". It 
was organized in the church by the mcym members of the church.
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02 : St Mary's Malankara School Anniversary, Sakinaka
03 : St Thomas Malankara School Anniversary, Nashik
04     : Blessing of Mar Thomas Church, Kalewadi
05 : Catholicos Day, Cathedral Church, Khadki
06 : 3 Days Lent, Cathedral Church, Khadki
10 : Charity Program, Kharghar Parish
11 : Pattam, Trivandrum
12 : Malankara Catholic Parish, Erathumpamon, Kerala
13 : Marthandom
14 : Madhurai Mission, Marthandom
18 : Engagement, Borivali Parish
27 : Subhkono, Cathedral Church - Khadki

Bishop's Diary - February 2017

1) Fr Varghese Valikkodath-Director of Missionary Activities of the Exarchate
2) Fr Stephen Chempakathoppu- Priest-in-charge of the Malankara Catholic  
    Missions at Bapatla near Vijaywada, Andhra Pradesh
3) Fr Joseph Venmanath - Pune District Catechism Director

New Appointments

Welcome

Dear Readers
Considering the suggestions of many it is decided to set apart a page for 
matrimonial proposals to be published in the Ephremite, the Bulletin of the 
Exarchate of St Ephrem from the next issue onwards. Requesting you to 
kindly contact Fr George Mathew OIC (9545941458, ephremite@gmail.com) 
for the matrimonial advertisements. Details should always be sent by mail & 
by the parents or the candidates themselves.

Rev. Srs. Mercy Xavier DM and Geo Francis DM at Bapatla Mission near 
Vijaywada, Andhra Pradesh



Festal Celebrations of Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios
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