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PASTORAL LETTER

By the Grace of God and the favour of the Holy See and
in communion with Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis,
the Father and Head of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church and
its Holy Episcopal Synod,
From the Apostolic Exarch of the Exarchate of St Ephrem, Khadki-Pune,
Aboon Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC,
Blessings to the Priests, the Religious, the Seminarians and the Faithful
in the jurisdiction of the Exarchate!

Prot. No. PL 01/2015

Dear Rev. Fathers, Religious, Seminarians and beloved Faithful,

It is five months since I assumed the responsibility as the
Apostolic Exarch of the Exarchate of St Ephrem Khadki-Pune.
During this short period, I got many opportunities to visit you
personally in various regions and different parishes and religious
houses of the Exarchate. The Regional Pastoral Council held in
Bengaluru under the guidance of Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis, the Father and Head of our Church, the inauguration of the
Exarchate and the installation of the Apostolic Exarch held on 30
May 2015 in Pune, the Exarchial Pastoral Council held on 11 June
2015, the Priests-Religious Gathering held on 12 June in Pune and
Regional Pastoral Councils held in Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chennai,
Hyderabad and Pune were the God-given experiences to discern
deeply the plan of God for the new Exarchate. We should realize that
we are called by God to shoulder greater responsibilities when the
wider MCC-ETRI is canonically reorganized into the Eparchy of St.
John Chrysostom, Gurgaon-Delhi and the Exarchate of St. Ephrem,

Khadki-Pune.
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Getting Closer to the Dream of Mar Ivanios...

When we are blessed with all-India jurisdiction, as per the
dream and desire of the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, |
think, it is high time to re-read and understand him more in the
context of evangelization. It was the dream of Mar Ivanios Pithavu
to share the joy of the Gospel and to proclaim the Good News to all
people in India and even abroad.

By the present Canonical Provision the Holy Father Pope
Francis bestowed on our Church the right of all-India jurisdiction.
This entitles the Malankara Church not only the pastoral and
hierarchical care of her own faithful but also the right to proclaim
the Good News all over India and to receive any one who believes
in the Good News, into our Church.The Eparchy of St John
Chrysostom Gurgaon concentrates on the evangelization of the 22
Northern, Central and North-Eastern States while the Exarchate of
St Ephrem Khadki looks after the six Southern States outside the
territoriumproprium of our Church.

An Exarchate, a canonical provision in the Catholic
Church, is a portion of the people of God which, because of special
circumstances, is not erected as an eparchy, and which is
established within territorial or other kinds of limits and is
committed to an Exarch (Ref. CCEO c 311). Canon Law further
lays down that, what is said in the law concerning eparchies or
eparchial bishops applies also to exarchs or exarchies, unless
otherwise expressly provided or otherwise evident from the nature
ofthe matter (CCEO ¢ 313).

With a thankful heart...

The Exarchate of St. Ephrem has 27 parishes / mission
stations spread across 5 Ecclesiastical Districts which we have
now created Pune, Mumbai, Hyderabad, Bangalore and Chennai.
It is with great joy and pride that I heard the announcement that
Pune is the headquarters of the new Exarchate. Pune is the cradle
of our missions in the Extraterritorial Regions in India, with the
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Bethany Ashram of Ramwadi taking the initiative. The seed of the
Malankara Catholic Church sprouted in Pune, extended its
branches to Mumbai, Nashik, Aurangabad, Secunderabad and
Hyderabad. The Bethany Fathers have worked hard to build up the
communities and churches in these places. We now gratefully
acknowledge the commitment and strenuous efforts of Bethany
Ashram in building up the Exarchate.

The patronage extended by the Prelates, Clergy and Laity
of the Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum and the Eparchies of
Bathery and Marthandom are at the roots of the organization of our
parishes and the erection of educational institutions of Chennai
and Bengaluru. All who have been a part of this unique mission
deserve deep appreciation and heartfelt gratitude. It is God’s
providence that the said canonical provisions came into effect
during the Birth Centenary Year of Most Rev. Benedict Mar
Gregorios who initiated our missions outside Kerala.

Our Exarchate is nurtured by the presence and active
ministry of the Religious Sisters of Bethany Congregation and the
Congregation of the Daughters of Mary in Pune, Mumbai, Nashik,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Chennai. Through their educational
and other institutions they played an active role in bringing
together the faithful in these areas and imparting faith formation
with zealous and devoted hearts.

Two names are unforgettable in the history of the MCC-
ETRIMissions Very Rev. Dr John Berchmans OIC and Most Rev.
Jacob Mar Barnabas OIC. The far-sighted vision of Berchmans
Achan in co-ordinating the Malankara faithful across the Extra
Territorial Regions in India was remarkable. Barnabas Pithavu
being the Apostolic Visitator to the MCC-ETRI, worked hard in
co-ordinating the various apostolates in these areas.

Our Laity has been actively participating in building up
each mission and parish which comes under the Exarchate now.
Their sweat, money, talent and time have flown into the formation
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of not only the communities they belong to but also the other
parishes in the region or the state. I gratefully remember all the
Priests, Sisters and Lay Faithful who have served here till now.

A Vision for the Mission of the Exarchate

I recall with gratitude all who made the occasion of the
installation of the first Exarch and the inauguration of the
Exarchate on 30 May 2015 an experience of communion and
solidarity in building up our Exarchate. His Beatitude Baselios
Cardinal Cleemis together with the Bishops of the Holy Episcopal
Synod, our Papal Legate in India His Grace Archbishop Salvatore
Penachio, His Excellency Thomas Dabre the Bishop of Pune and
other Catholic and Non-Catholic Prelates deserve a special
mention.

In the gathering of the Pastoral Council together with the
Priests and the Religious of our Exarchate on 11 June 2015, a broad
vision for the mission of the Exarchate has evolved. It can be
summed up as:

1. Enhance and deepen the faith life of the families and
parishes of our Exarchate through its daily ecclesial life based on
the Word of God and sacramental life centered on the Holy
Qurbono

2.To engage in activities of reunion and evangelization, the
dream of our ancestors bequeathed to us through the Servant of
God Archbishop Mar Ivanios.

3. To build up infrastructure in different Districts of our
Exarchate through the participation of all the Christian Faithful.

The faith life in the families, the liturgical celebrations in
the parishes and the fervent activities of different Exarchial
Commissions to enliven the apostolates have to be given due
importance. The faith-living of the Malankara Catholic
Community in the erstwhile ETRI was exemplary. Now our faith
life should extend to the wider horizon of sharing the joy of the
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Gospel with non-Catholics and non-Christians. Various ecclesial
departments and pious associations in the Exarchate can
systematically equip us for the unique mission entrusted to us by
God the Almighty.

The liturgical celebrations in our churches have to be
focused on the mystical nature of our liturgy. Everything contrary
to this, all sorts of wvanity, worldliness, techno-music and
extravaganza, have to be avoided in all liturgical celebrations. The
pristine tradition of the Antiochean rite, with legitimate
adaptations / inculturation / contextualization, has to be strictly
followed for the Holy Qurbono in our parishes. A detailed directive
will be given for this in due course. With the sense of the sacred, we
have to be elevated into the Christ-experience through liturgy with
all its rich signs and symbols.

Once we are rooted in spiritual life through faith formation
and liturgical celebrations, we are destined to extend our lives to
the proclamation of the Good News. It becomes our obligation to
transmit the faith we inherited from our ancestors and enriched
through our own Christ-experience. This is the culmination of our
vision about the Exarchate.

In order to activate and motivate the process of re-
evangelization and new-evangelization of our Church and
evangelization in new areas, the SuviseshaSangham will occupy a
central role in our Exarchate. The Exarchial Commissions are
constituted to guide and support the different apostolates and
associations (MCA, Mathrusangham, MCYM and MCCL). All
these commissions and associations have an Exarchial level
administrative body which thinks, plans and works along with the
Ecclesial, District and Parish level apostolates and associations.
The activities of all departments and associations at all levels
should be planned, executed and monitored with the Co-ordinator
of Exarchial Commissions.
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Appointments

I am also happy to inform you that Rt Rev. Msgr Varghese
Mattamana, appointed the Protosyncellus, is already fully
occupied with the duties of his office. So also our Finance Officer
Rev. Fr Varghese Kaithon and our Chancellor Rev. Fr George
Mathew OIC (also my Secretary and Rector of the Minor
Seminary) have earnestly taken up their offices. Our Cathedral
Vicar is Rev. Fr Mathew Varikkatt who was serving as our
Regional Co-ordinator. Rev. Fr Varghese Valikkodath, appointed
the Co-ordinator of the Exarchial Commissions, through his
relentless commitment, is organizing our associations and
SuviseshaSangham at all Levels. You already have a glimpse of
THE EPHREMITE, the bulletin of our Exarchate that keeps us
informed of the day to day life of the Exarchate. Through the
“Voice of the Exarch” I try to communicate with you the pulse of
the times. I exhort all the Priests, Religious and the Faithful to
adhere to the vision of the Exarchate, as far as possible.

New Initiatives

During this time God blessed us to initiate some activities
to promote our parishes and missions. We erected a new parish for
the Tamil speaking community in Ayapakkam Chennai. The
church construction at Ayapakkam completed its first level. A new
mission has begun in Vasco - Goa. It's decided to erect a new parish
in Dombivli Mumbai after 31 March 2016. In view of starting a
new mission in Bengaluru Carmelaram area we decided to
purchase a property. Singasandra (Bengaluru) Parish took
initiative to mobilize the resources and they have given the
advance for it. The foundation stone has already laid for a new
Church in Singasandra. Preliminary studies to initiate missions in
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana are in the process. Constructions of
Padi Chennai church is in its culmination. The College and School
constructions in Chennai are getting completed. I thankfully
acknowledge MrsAmmukkutty (W/o Late Mr C.T. Thomas) and
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sons who donated a plot of land for the Nagpur Mission.
Preparation for Christmas

We are at the threshold of the Lent in preparation to
Christmas, the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord. The 25 days of
abstinence and charity will help us to cleanse ourselves in order to
receive the Lord our God with purified heart and pristine
consciousness. Let us whole-heartedly offer our manger-hearts to
the Lord so that He transforms it!

Holy Year of Mercy

The Holy Father Pope Francis has declared the
extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy from 8 December 2015 to 20
November 2016. December 8 is the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception and the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Second
Vatican Council and 20 November is the Feast of Christ the King
in 2016. The most important aspect of the Jubilee Year is the
spiritual journey to 'the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica in Rome'.
For this Jubilee Year, the Holy Father has extended the 'the Holy
Door of Mercy' to all the Cathedrals and Pilgrim Centres in the
world. The journey to the Holy Door should become a pilgrimage
of sacrifice and surrender to the Mercy of God. Entrance through
the Holy Door should lead the pilgrims to absolute repentance and
communion with God. In our Exarchate, the Holy Year will be
inaugurated on 8 December 2015 itself. The main Door of St.
Mary's Cathedral, Khadki will be ceremonially opened at 6.30 pm
as the 'Holy Door of Mercy' in our Exarchate. This will be
followed by the evening prayers and the Holy Qurbono. All are
invited to this celebration. In all parishes of our Exarchate, the
Holy Year of Mercy is to be inaugurated on the same day along
with the Holy Qurbono of the Feast of Immaculate Conception. If
in any case, that day is inconvenient for a Parish it shall be done on
Sunday, 13 December 2015 along with the Morning Prayers and
Holy Qurbono. The other celebrations of the Jubilee Year will be
communicated to you in detail later.
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I wish you all a Blessed Christmas! May the grace of the
Divine Child of Bethlehem lead us to a Prosperous New Year
2016.

May God bless you all abundantly! May all these be
fulfilled through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God, and of all Apostles, especially the Blessed Apostle
St Thomas, our Guardian, and all the saints, especially St Ephrem,
the Patron of our Exarchate!

Your humble servant in the service of the Lord,

+ pﬂ'{""' j‘&ﬂ{;b -"U-":':
—_—

¥ Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Apostolic Exarch
Exarchate of St Ephrem, Khadki-Pune

—_—

Khadki-Pune
16.11.2015

N.B. :This circular should be read in all our parishes and mission
centres during the Holy Qurbono on Sunday, 22 November 2015.

DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE

01 December : 25 Days Nomb begins

06 December :  Birth of John the Baptist

08 December :  Feast of Immaculate Conception,
Beginning of the Year of Mercy

13 December :  Apparition of the Angel to St. Joseph

16 December :  Erection of the Eparchy of Marthandom

25 December :  Christmas

26 December :  Exaltation of Mary, the Mother of God

27 December :  Bible Sunday
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PASTORAL LETTER (Malayalam)

ODBAUMY IO BNO}AVea0dTVMABIHMO  @RYMYH)LIY TR0

22180 TVICIVWOIM] HEAMOLIBHI AVEWINS @LINIM)o oIV
6200003 6003 mIGILENEIAS &HABFIMIWB IATIT BHICMILNHHI MIDAICWIS).
MLEWOS alBlUEL afalNVEBNI|@3 AVIAMaOE3IMVIEMIS)MEs )50 Tawilel.

OMVIMBS af)Glabe, MILHI-alO® af)HaVIBEHNFIOMBO @REEGMYILNS; af)E;TLOBHS
@RYNNM GO 203 BREAMOVICOIVIGE alamy.
af)STOBEHHGIHMBO  @RRAIDLIMAIFIWIVIENSS «)LI0 99IGl®:AH) TLMYIRBHN).

0601315034033 BEN)e  ANUIDAVIB:EBQIBHN)e QIOSAI!

Prot. No. PL 01/2015

e MIa0)MdMealg 99013300, TLVMIARe, e0IGlG:0IBLEMOl®eS,
ailu 10aVl3He 8,

OAVWMAG af)Glno, AIAWH]-al)OM af)dATVIBEHNFIOHAO U0)(U0)oH
aMOMB  aBOQSIOMIS  G@REMI)  AOALEAMIBAOV]. MV 2)0)EEIW
0e1saillmss1ed, MaEBaHsAlQlalonowl, ng)oe‘;«uoécsoeagbnao aflailw
GOIRIRSEIRN. AR  MSAddEeN.  qumyay  caimeBgleln.
av®BABWWEN)M@IN), ag®las Mloald]l GRAIMVEEBW  elgla)). MoMOS
MLEWHS ®LIAIM)e  oll®oa20®  ¢@000M 6203  mIGIVLNIEWOIS
®33mod Kl Hocmoeilend MIAIWOS MDY@ I
OMILWB)QNT3 Qla)) MSAN GRAOILID GRRAILINMVAIGIW)., 2015 HAW
30-00 @1V a)OMV@ Qla)) MSAD af)d:TVOBEHHFOMBO O@LIDSMAN.
@Rq|GMRORIE; af)d>TVIBHHNHATO0 AVLOOMIERIn0EMAN., 2015 &)eN3 11-00
@@ MSM  af)BIVIGHS VG GRRADLINIVAIGIW)., 22)M  12-00
1] ajoMIIT Qlaf) MSAD HHAUBIG:-TVMIAY 3)SIAUOAN., D)OEEN,
OMILWNB)0), H2lOOAN, HOAOBOIMIIB, al)OM af)MIAilsEBSIT3 Qlaf) MSAD
GORILD  GRRADLINMVAIGI®:S)e  af)BTVIREHOFIOM )02 |)88
003 aITd al b ® @R © o1 @3 allealallal 0T@)yQI0OM) 88
GRAITLEEB30WIO)MM).  ailwwoeino® MCC-ETRI  £06momla:000]
N)AWWINI-W@Babl  GHMBAOHH]  HALVWMG  GRIM  (H1ETVITVEQTo
@(BOTVMAOW)o, W &]-allom GBS HALY A af)GlaNo
af) & MVOBEHN QO W) o )M (B 01501896 a|S}EMI0 U3 Qle®oW
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® @ @ 210 3101 6313 U3 ajoerleeigoa Mmooyl 66 3 QI O O @3
0ilgle96a 516169} af)am) @31@lajcl@em..
204 @aomlcIy  ®leeamlw)es  aulafmomleado
MVOBHOD) BHIVATICLIDS)...

096aIB0MM @RAajmilatia] M0d malMlewom @lo)camlw)ens
MWIadMOMIM}e @YW OMIM}AMIAVAMs  DANLWOHAI Mo
@R R aldLIMO W00 @m0 @3 Moo @RM)(Wa01BPHa|SIEMIV WD,
)QNBRAHADIBNOM  BODIOINMO  aldd2I0AODLIODID, almoailom
al)lMAB0I0Wa))  AMAVILNEHNME  TLAWAIVIGIBN)AN)  af)aM) DO
2lalemam). BIAGOBIMEHOM)e  QE3O®)o  MVIANEUAHETIHMBO
MVEIMOaHe  algh)AUTEN)D, MANCUWAH. (AIGRI0aHB)D: af)M® 203
oMWY all®oailomo aVIaIMm20W0)aN). MEA|IPOOD GHIEGMIMIH,
- (®01506MaMaVAa], alGlKd)EL all®oal (NoMAVIAY 20daldq]| MIMOS
MRYHE DANIVIHAIMe @RRaILIMOIW]BH00. MBIHIWVBNHNaM). D@
DRIEHO  qURHW  @RAIZAS  AlIDAVl;:S)HSEAT  BRERAIDAIMAIOA.
BOMAVEANWIMAINANDOWBS  Y0)(U0)HTEH) NI(DAL] MANIWIHAIMo
availGuoaHo (adGL10aH B9 )M @ 1Mo, @R av) 6o a1 O @3
alw1avlen)anale o mwewleel &) a1l elan)am®Tm) o
ARWIHH000a|S;OMAN).  VAWNAT  HIVTMBS  GRM  (B1EIVOTVEQs
BBOVMe 22  QISHNM, OWY, QUSHN-BHIPHNM  AVAVLOOMBBE]HLI
am)aflewaH (A IGPLIaUMOTITE  (VORL BB (B1dO1en)EMI0UD, eIl
OAVTMS af)Gae af)HTVOBEHNG EHOSODIM) aOTNSS 6 HOHNAD
MLULOOMEBBSIMI (H51OBDBHA0W] SO IS)AM).

allel (alG@® Y & QLY a0 210} 633 B0 @3 ©)al® oW1
M100a1890a|SOOM®Yo,  B)21000(TYalODIEWO aeQe@®len.
@RSINSLOMmEWIGEd  alGlWl MUl flfI88®).  BRRAIDEINOTIMOW]
80) af)BHaVOBOM  BOCLMilaflHIBSBMMOV  HOBARMEBINRIE
ag@avodesng (Ref. CCEO c¢ 311). mloaoml@d alydgpno0l  adla]
DRIV E9)HEWI,  HOOIOMINMO  AVIBOAUOMI@ M) A0la]
QAU RZAOH)HCWI  H2lYIOMald:Heo  WIOAATIT A IDGHOBHNG1E20
0)al®IOD(MOIMOD QBN )}01G 2,0 aloeom1g) 88 & 00\ 6B ud
af) & MOBBNHOBEVWO  af)d MVOBANIMOHOEWO  TV.eIAWIal)o
an1owWm0em (Ref. CCEO¢313).
Ma3] WI0ETD 20yBVEOMINS...

Mo MEa|0UWd B)alld@la 5 96QIGHENLIHSEIG (a)OM, 0)06Ml,
OMNILNB)0), 92100AN, OOaOBEMIOE) 27 MSAUBHBOW] [  olarad
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2)000MIWTIGCLIHN) o Mo 1GLIAN ) o BDO0.0MIOBICRIIN ).
OMVHHANOINIOBIGEIBN)o  HHaOBMIOBIGEINN)e  UB1AI0EBUY  allsdaml.
MM aULoLlEBEItd AV2)a0ER8)e al8Slda)e  MVLN0ale9)aload  enilnm]
eI NeE I NG) G V0 H 000 @onTlallgyeme . @RAIN)6S
(el @1 MO MNIRL MO VW W) o @0 HUTeMm 00 @ Lol @ @N 6 O @) o
MMM MA3la)3QJe BRMIAVABIHNIAM).

02100MUTHLIVW)e  OMUIWBI0)AUOLIW)e  MSAUNHDHB)OS
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BR@IBBITVMOTIOLIV)e  NIGAME], NIAAMITW,  B(BOTVMEBBSIHLIW)o
@Iy Al MO0)OSW)o  0OAUBIHOYOSW)o @0 O!O W
VEANIBOMBBIHSW)e WIQIDNOW  AVAOHEEMAIEM). D BRM)LI MW
BVMIOWIHMO  BOWAOWIIAN  af)LJ0AI0) BRYOWILNBS  GREIMMBMAl.
A0LBWeNRANIW  BHIOEEADOD)o  @BaClSNAM).  MINAOLEHOBSODISLI
0o (2 10IBODMMEEBUIBH) @YDBo H)Gla] @PEIAIMBY MIMAWIHG 203
Wlewaolgwoad  @le)eamns  RM®MNIGl  AdaHOI® @D
&HOBMOMI B - (DT 06m 633 U3 nlela1od alan) af) 0D @
HBAIOMY(WDaOMIET).
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aAVMOPMIM]HBIHSWYo TVOAVIW@DHOLI)o TVERTAUIUDY(UD)AHWOILN MENHS
af) & TR E BN G al01Galdatla|lB9 O qlS)aN). a3 o.yoaL
M 00aIMEBEeNesW)e  0gl®o  AVINdaIM@BSleNHsSW)e MM
(1e30aBglad  allvleesa0)dla)) O:0MAYIMGIER. Oilyo1dav.
@1SHUID@DEWOS)e  AVOARAIMEOMIS)e  alhBAN)  HBHOSIENANDIEN,
@RAIG aVRTAI al®h)ladlay).

MCC ETR eew)os 210l@0mlad 20H00MOQI0@®  06NS)
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@Ra|MmMeo0loyam  dldealarlausem.  (werboXloyam).  ETRIwes
@ngempoeils;  allmilegQooloyan  midemenioay  @loyeanil e
(nlesuosBgEloel afloflw 10)(U0)aHdG WS aBEHIalla{le)M@IN @YW IOM.
®alq).

af)HMOBCHNFIM) ST AIEYAM  BIGCOD MSAUBV)o  AflaHM)o
aleM®BEMAN@ITE MIMHS G@RENOIW AVEAOIBAGBUY TLERTAUNIW]
alPBS)HN)AN).  GRAIVYUBNA|SIAN  AVDJ0EBRINS  O)alldHoemaslm)
DO(@®0ORL, @RAIO}OS (lGBOM)o ALV OO MO )0) B
2dlS0Id®H@1eS  0)alldbeamamlm).  @RAIO®S  allwdalls,  aleMOlo,
(I®]B®Ye, VAW aflOO0 AUW. &2IYlalenyan). mosimaee mailos
GIVAIMe  921Y15)88  aLI0  99ABlHOO0We,  AVMITROOW)o,
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EXARCHATE NEWS

1) His Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis visits Pune

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the
Father and Head of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church visited the
Bishop's House and Cathedral Church at Khadki on 11 November 2015.
His Beatitude arrived in Pune to preside over the inauguration of the
National Charismatic Convention & National Youth Convention held in
Pune from 11 November, 2015. His Beatitude offered Holy Qurbono for
the members of the Suvisesha Sangham Pune District and blessed them.
He also met the 13 Malankara Seminarians studying in the Papal
Seminary-Pune.

2) Pune District Pastoral Council Meet

Pastoral Council Meet of the Pune District was convened at the Bishop's
House in Khadki on 8 November 2015 in the presence of His Excellency
Bishop Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC. And the Msgr. Varghese
Mattamana, the Proto-Syncellus. Rev. Frs Varghese Kaithon, Mathew
Varikkattu, Joseph Noble OIC, Paul Naveen OIC and George Mathew
OIC along with Rev. Sisters and all the pastoral council members from
the six parishes numbering around 50, including the trustees and
secretaries, presidents & secretaries of pious organizations fruitfully
participated in the meeting. Spiritual matters like celebrations of Holy
Qurbono in parishes, family prayers, visits of vicars and other activities
of the parishes for the spiritual renewal of families and parishes were
discussed. Other matters of concern like the formation of trust for the
establishment of the Curia, Pastoral Centre, Seminary etc were
discussed and a seven member team to take the lead in the formation of
the trust was constituted.

3) National Eucharistic Congress, Mumbai.

The golden Jubilee Celebration of the 38 International Eucharistic
Congress held in Mumbai in 1964 concluded with the National
Eucharistic Congress held at St Pius X College in Goregoan from 12-15
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November 2015. H.E.Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, Msgr.Varghese
Mattamana, Sr. Kiran SIC, Bar Itho Kashiro - PV Thomas, Dr. Arun Saji
and Mrs. Ponnamma Varghese represented the Exarchate at the
Congress. On 14 November the Holy Qurbono according to the Syro-
Malankara Rite was concelebrated by His Excellency Abraham Mar
Julios, Jacob Mar Barnabas, Thomas Mar Anthonios along with His
Eminence Salvatore Pennacchio, Cardinal TelesporeToppo, Cardinal
Oswald Gracious and other bishops from different dioceses in India.

4) National Charismatic Convention, Pune

The X VI National Catholic Charismatic Convention and National Youth
Convention was held simultaneously at Ursula's High School, Nigdi and
St. Andrews School, Chinchwad, Pune from 11 to 14 November 2015.
The opening ceremony was presided over by His Beatitude Baselios
Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, President of the Catholic Bishop's
Conference of India and His Eminence Archbishop Salvatore
Pennacchio, the Apostolic Nuncio. The galaxy of guests included
Bishops Mar Thomas Anthonios, Thomas Dabre, Valerian D'Souza,
Francis Kalist along with eminent political and social leaders. A crowd
of around 6000 lay faithful participated in this inaugural ceremony.
Several youth and laity from the Malankara churches in Pune also
attended the Charismatic Convention and received blessings.

5) Seminary Day Celebrations, New Delhi

The Girideepam Minor Seminary where seminarians of the Eparchy of
St John Chrysostom Gurgaon-Delhi and the Exarchate of St Ephrem
Khadki-Pune are doing their formation celebrated the Seminary Day on
17 November 2015. H.E. Thomas Mar Anthonios, the Exarch along with
Msgr. Varghese Mattamana, the Proto-Syncellus attended the event. The
celebrations of the day began with a concelebrated Holy Qurbono by H.
E. Jacob Mar Barnabas, H. E. Thomas Mar Anthonios together with the
priests of the Eparchy of St John Chrysostom. Rev Fr Aji Thanimmotthil,
the Rector and Rev. Fr Jinto, the Vice-Rector organized the celebrations.
During the cultural evening, the seminarians showcased their talents and
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won the hearts of the audience which included priests, nuns, laity and
well-wishers. It was moment also to thank the Lord for the priestly
vocations with which we are blessed and to look towards the future.

6) The Exarch visited the Tomb of Bl. Mother Teresa and Prayed

H. E. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC visited the tomb of Blessed Mother
Teresa and prayed at the tomb dedicating the Exarchate to the
intercession of the blessed Mother. His Excellency was in Kolkatta on 01
November 2015 to offer Holy Qurbono with the parishioners of St.
Jude's Malankara Catholic Church, Kolkata as part of the Silver Jubilee
celebrations of the parish. He also met Rev Sr Prema, the Superior
General of the Missionaries of Charity along with other reverend sisters.

7) Holy Land Pilgrimage

It was the initiative of lay faithful from the Exarchate to make a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land along with H E Thomas Mar Anthonios.
After long spiritual and material preparations, 48 persons including the
Bishop, Fr. Mathai Iranathara OIC, Fr. Moncy Kaleeckal and Fr.
Kurumbileth started from Mumbai on 20 November and reached back on
29 November 2015.

8) Social Service Consultors Meet, Khadki

The Consultors meet for the department of Social Service of the
Exarchate was held on 18 November 2015 at the Bishops house in
Khadki. Fr Varghese Mattamana, the director for the department of
Social Service presided over the meeting. Twelve members from the
Exarchate participated in this meeting which discussed on the future
plans of the Exarchate for the Social Service department.
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DEPARTMENT NEWS

1. Suvisesha Sangham
a. Pune District

The Monthly gathering of the Pune District Suvisesha Sangham held at
St. Mary's Cathedral church on 11 November 2015, was attended by 25
members from various churches in Pune. After the initial prayer and the
reading from the Bible, Rev. Father proceeded with conducting classes
on the meaning of the word 'suvisesham' and the methodology of
proclamation of 'suvisesham'. He taught, 'Suvisesham' is the full text of
Holy Bible, starting with creation of the universe, creation of human,
passing through Old Testament, Incarnation of Jesus, His Paschal
Mystery, Revelation, Second Coming and the Final Judgment, where as
the proclamation of the 'Suvisesham' is the thorough study and
understanding of the scriptures, experiencing it through celebration of
Holy Eucharist, practicing and witnessing the same in our lives.

b. Bangalore District

The Bangalore District level Suvisesha Sangham formation classes held
on 7 and 8 November at St. Mary's Church Hennur by Fr Antony
Kakkanatt, the Executive Director of Suvisesha Sangham, Fr. Varghese
Valikkodath, Sr. Franceena DM and Sr Mary Prasad DM was attended by
45 Lay Faithful from Bangalore. As a prelude to the formation classes,
the team lead by Fr Antony Kakkanattu visited the families of Hennur
Parish on 4, 5 and 6 November. Rev. Frs Aby and Fr Mathew
Puthuparampil and Rev. Srs Maritta and Darshana Francis assisted the
team.

2. Malankara Catholic Youth Movement

a.Y-BETH Meet

The Pune District MCYM organized "Y-Beth Fiesta' with the theme
"Christian Living" at Bethany Ashram, Ramwadi-Pune on 31 October

2015. The program began with a prayer session at 10 am led by the Mar
Ivanios Prayer Group. All the fathers and brothers of Bethany Ashram,
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Ramwadi, Rev. Fr Joseph Noble OIC, Fr. Paul Naveen OIC and around
80 youths participated in the event. After an input session by Fr. Mathew
Tiruvallil OIC, Director of Kerala Catholic Youth Movement, the
brothers and the youth were divided into five different groups for games
and interaction. After the noon prayers and lunch the five groups
presented skit based on the theme of the day. The program concluded
with prize distribution. Fr. George Mathew OIC, the MCYM Director,
along with the Pune MCYM Core Committee expressed gratitude to all
who made the event a success and graceful.

3. Malankara Catholic Children's Legue
a. Catechism Teacher's Seminar, Mumbai

On 14 November, a seminar for Catechism Teachers on the topic
'Methodology of Teaching Catechism' was conducted at St. Joseph's
Church, Ulhasnagar. Rev Fr Varghese Valikkodath, Coordinator of
Exarchial Commissions led the in-put sessions. The seminar was
attended by 63 Teachers including Rev Sisters from the district. It was a
very informative and enlightening experience which helped the
Catechism Teachers to prepare the classes in a more easy and meaningful
manner.

b. Catechism Student's Camp

The brothers from Bethany Ashram Pune conducted a camp for the
Mumbai District Catechism Students from 12 to 14 November 2015 at
St. Joseph's Church Ulhasnagar under the initiative of the District
Catechism Department led by Director Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipra and Sister-
in-charge Sr. Arsha SIC. 120 students and 20 teachers attended the
camp. The theme of the camp was 'the pardoning love of Jesus Christ'.
The children were enlightened by the sessions, classes, games, quiz etc.
A training session for Altar Boys was also held on the second day of the
camp and H. E. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC blessed all the children
through his inspiring words and grace-filled prayers on the same day.
Rev Fr Saji Thomas, Vicar of St James Mar Thoma Church, Ulhasnagar
felicitated our kids during the closing ceremony. Various competitions
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were held during the camp and prizes were distributed during the
valedictory function.

¢. MCCLExecutive Elections
Mumbai District MCCL executives elections for the year 2015-16 was
held during the days of the BBS camp at Ulhasnagar. The elections were

held under the supervision of Rev Fr Philip Pulipra. The following are
the results of the elections:

President : Irene Daniel (BARC)
Vice President : Sharon Mathew(Kharghar)
Secretary : Siril Sabu (Sakinaka)

Joint Secretary : Resin Mathew (Vikhroli)
d. BBS Camp, Pune

The Pune District BBS camp for the Catechism students of all the six
parishes in Pune was held from 13-15 November at Holy Redeemer's
Church, Pimpri. Around 80 Catechism Students attended the same
organized by Brothers from Bethany Ashram Pune under the able
leadership of Rev. Fr. Paul Naveen OIC, the District Catechism Director.
The camp was really a motivation for our children to grow in faith and
age which was a grand success by the support of lay faithful of various
pious organizations from all the parishes in Pune.
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Exarchate of St ]E]p]hure]nn, Khadki-Pune
Malankara Catholic SUVISESHASANGHAM

B 70307 33990; X suviseshasangham.exarchate@gmail.com; www.catechesis.in

MCSS /2015 / 03
14 November 2015

Dear Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters and Members of Malankara Catholic Suvisesha Sangham,
Prayerful Greetings from the Suvisesha Sangham - Exarchate of St Ephrem!

Formation of Suvisesha Sangham in the Exarchate has gained ample momentum in the last 5
months. The training programmes in the five Ecclesiastical Districts of the Exarchate - Pune,
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chennai and Hyderabad have been re-initiated by Rev. Fr. Antony
Kakkanatt in these months. Monthly training gatherings have been conducted in Pune,
Mumbai and Bengaluru Districts in the last 3 months. Chennai and Hyderabad are going to
have the monthly gatherings from the month of D ecember itself. Formation of Parish level
Suvisesha Sangham is in its final stage. It is the result of the ardent commitment and the
generous heart of the Sabhathala Suvisesha Sangham members and the D istrict Level
Suvisesha Sangham members along with the Reverend Fathers and Sisters from each
District.

When we are blessed with all India jurisdiction with the formation of the Eparchy of
Gurgaon and Exarchy of Khadki, it becomes our responsibility to preach the Good News in
the six Southern States of India and to take care of the poor and downtrodden in these areas.
Suvisesha Sangham plays a vital role in keeping alive the spirit of evangelization and moving
around for taking care of the needy. So we need more and more Sabhathala Suvisesha
Sangham members who can wholeheartedly spend their time and energy for this gracious
mission in the Exarchate.

In order to prepare a group of people, who are genuinely interested and divinely called, to
take up this challenge, the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church has begun Sabhathala
Suvisesha Sangham in the Church. Those who aspire to become a member of this Sangham
should go through a serious training process in the Church level at the Catholicate Centre,
Pattom. The training programme comprises of 6 modules of 3 to 4 days each. Attendance in
all the 6 modules is compulsory in order to receive kaiveppu as the Suvisesha Sangham
member in the Church level.

The formation of the Fourth Batch of the Sabhathala Suvisesha Sangham commences on 7
January 2016. The Executive Director of Suvisesha Sangham (Church level) expects more
participation from the Exarchate in this Batch. So, I do hereby request all Respected Vicars to
forward the names of those who wish to be part of Malankara Catholic Suvisesha Sangham
(Church level) in the Fourth batch. The names should be sent through email on or before 30
November 2015 with the address, the phone number and the email id of corresponding
persons.
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The Vicars have to take note of the following things when choosing a candidate for Church
level Suvisesha Sangham.

They should have

an orientation to gospel life style

strong commitment to gospel mission

good acceptance in the Parish / Community

leadership qualities

enough time to participate in the formation programmes

time to go for gospel proclamation as and when required

to attend Formation Programme of 4 days each at 6 regular intervals from January
2016 to July 2017 at Catholicate Centre, Trivandrum.

A screening of the candidates will be done by the Apostolic Exarch, His Excellency Thomas
Mar Anthonios. The selected candidates will be informed directly by Fr. Antony Kakkanatt,
the Executive Secretary of Suvisesha Sangham.

In the meantime, all the Vicars are requested to give the names of two persons from each
Parish who can represent and lead the Parish in the immediate activities of Suvisesha
Sangham. Kindly forward the names together with their phone numbers and emails to the

email id suviseshasangham.exarchate@gmail.com on or before 30 November 2015.

Kindly do excuse me for asking the details in such a short time. The strengthening of the
District level Suviseshasangham and the formation of the Parish level Suvisesha Sangham will
be continued under the leadership of the Exarchial Director of Suvisesha Sangham with the
assistance of the District Directors of Suvisesha Sangham.

The upcoming Formation Programmes are as follows:

Date Time Level Place
21 November House Visit BARC
22 November 8.30 am - 1.30 pm Parish Level Kharghar & BARC
22 November 3.00 pm - 6.30 pm Distrct Level Sakinaka
10-12 December House Visit Borvili
13 December 8.00 am - 1.30 pm Parish Level Borivili
13 December 3.00 pm - 6.30 pm District Level Sakinaka

Wish you all the blessings and fruits of the Advent Season!

Yours in Christ Jesus,

Director of Suvisesha Sangham




/) \

{\\M
- THE EPHREMITE
m

\ la

EXARCHIAL DISTRICT NEWS

St. Antony’s Malankara Catholic Church - Vishrantwadi

1. Nine days prayerful celebrations of the feast of St Jude at St Antony's
Church, Vishrantwadi began with the hoisting of the flag on 24 October
2015. All the nine days were blessed with Holy Qurbono, intercessory
prayers and nercha. The initiative of the vicar Rev. Fr. Varghese Kaithon
helped to facilitate different priests including Rev. Fr. Cyril Anand OIC,
Rector of Bethany Ashram Pune, Fr. James Elanjiyil, the Director of
Suvisesha Sangham of the Eparchy of Pathananthitta to celebrate the
Holy Qurbono and preach the homily. The celebrations concluded with
the Festal Holy Qurbono offered by Msgr. Varghese Mattamana, Vicar
General of the Exarchate.

2. Leaders of the Jesus Youth conducted a class for the members of the
MCYM on 15 November 2015 at St Antony's Church, Vishrantwadi. The
class was followed by adoration and prayer service. Around 30 youths
from the parish attended the service. It was an inspiring experience of
combined effort of the MCYM and the Jesus Youth in knowing and
experiencing Christ.

Holy Redeemer’s Malankara Catholic Church - Kalewadi

15 November 2015 was celebrated as the Parish Day of Holy Redeemer's
Church Kalewadi-Pimpri. Rev Fr. Joseph Noble OIC was the main
celebrant for the Holy Qurbono. In the cultural evening that followed the
Pithrusangham, the Mathrusangham, MCYM and MCCL put up
wonderful performances that added feathers to the celebrations. The
guests of the day were Rev. Fr. Zachariah OIC and Fr. George Mathew
OIC. The Catechism students were awarded prizes for their best
performance in the academic year 2014-"15. Couples who completed 25
years of married-life and members who completed 60 years were also
felicitated on this occasion. The celebration ended with agape.
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St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church - Warje Malwadi

1. The Parish celebrated on 01 November the All Saints Day and the
Kerala Piravi (the birth of the State of Kerala) where our roots are deep
grounded. After the Holy Qurbono Rev. Bro. Geevarghese Barsoma OIC
briefed the historical importance of the day. On this occasion, the Vicar
Rev. Fr. George Mathew OIC took the initiative and inaugurated
Malayalam Coaching Class for catechism students. On the same day
Mr. Subi Babu was nominated the animatuer for the MCYM of the
parish.

2. Mr. D Thomas from St Mary's Church Warje Malwadi is nominated
one of the Secretaries of MCA Pune District.

3. It was a moment of great joy for the parish to welcome Rev. Frs. Cyril
Anand OIC, who is appointed the new Rector of Bethany Ashram
Ramwadi-Pune and Mathew Tiruvallil OIC, KCBC Youth Director who
did their pastoral ministry in the Parish during their seminary formation.
Rev. Fr. George Mathew OIC, the Vicar and the whole parish gave a
warm welcome to the fathers. They celebrated the Holy Qurbono for the
first time in the parish after their priestly ordination.

St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church - Aurangabad

1. On 01 November 2015, the Vicar Rev. Fr Renjith Madathirambil
along with the members of the Parish Council and a few parishioners
visited Most Rev. Ambrose Rebello, the newly ordained Bishop of
Aurangabad at his residence and congratulated him and promised the
prayers of the Malankara Catholic Community in Aurangabad for the
success of his Episcopal ministry. They also extended, on behalf of His
Excellency Thomas Mar Anthonios, the Exarch of St Ephrem Khadki-
Pune, an invitation to the Malankara Church in Aurangabad.

2. The month of October, the month of the Holy Rosary, was observed
with great piety and zeal. All the members of the parish actively
participated in the rosary prayers conducted during the month. The
celebrations concluded with a candle light procession reciting Holy
Rosary.
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Mumbai District

St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church -Sakinaka

1. On the occasion of the first anniversary of the foundation of the St
Vincent de Paul Society in the parish, the members adopted financially
backward families and visited an AIDS rehabilitation centre and
distributed rosaries to all the parishioners. The organization is guided by
its President Mr. Sabu John and Ms. Vincy Varghese, its Secretary.

2. The MCYM of Sakinaka Parish, went for a one-day picnic on 24
October 2015 to Green Hill Resort, Nalasoppara. They were also
celebrating the Best Unit of the Year Award they received at the Youth
Day event Yuvania.

St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church- BARC

Six students participated in the Catechism Camp and four teachers
attended the teacher's seminar held at Ulhasnagar on 12, 13, and 14 of
this month. Ms. Irene Daniel from BARC was awarded the best female
camper. She was also elected as the President of the Malankara Catholic
Children's league (MCCL) for the Mumbai District.

St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church - Kharghar

On 31 October 2015, the Mathru Sangham of the Parish organized an
orthopedic health check-up camp in the church. Dr. Shailendra Patil
from Wockhardt Hospital, Vashi graciously conducted the free check-
up. About 25 mothers from the Kharghar Parish availed of the service.

St. Thomas Malankara Catholic Church - Borivili

The MCYM of'the parish along with the parishioners made it possible to
share spiritual fire to the members of the MCYM Mumbai District and
other participants through a seminar, named “Anthrakia,” meaning 'the
burning coal', held on 10 and 11 November 2015. The seminar was
conducted by Rev. Fr Varghese Vinayanand OIC. The classes on the first
day were focused mainly on the topic “Character formation of
Children,” which was attended by Sunday school students, MCYM
members and the parents. The session on the second day dealt with the
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Antiochean Liturgy, bringing out the special features of the structure of
the church and the signs and symbols used in our Holy Qurbono and their
meaning. The seminar was inaugurated by the Vicar Rev Fr Joseph
Thomas OIC. A large number of faithful from the Mumbai District
comprising of the MCYM, Suvisesha Sangham, parishioners and other
invitees were present. The program was very informative and well
appreciated by all the participants.

Holy Family Malankara Catholic Church - Vikroli

1.The Parish observed the Month of the Holy Rosary with Holy Qurbono
and recitation of the Rosary. The parishioners of Infant Jesus Syro-
Malabar Catholic Church who also observed the Month of Rosary,
visited the parish as procession reciting Rosary. The parish received

them and after the homily, the procession returned to the Syro-Malabar
Church.

2.The Parish celebrated the feast of its Vicar, Rev. Fr Philip Pulipraon 15
November, the feast day of St. Philip the Apostle. After the Holy
Qurbono there was a felicitation meeting.

3.The parish also appreciated and congratulated Mr. Peter K Daniel for
being elected the Secretary of the MCA Mumbai Zone and Master Resin
Mathew for being elected the Joint Secretary of the MCCL Mumbai
Zone.

St. Joseph's Malankara Catholic Church - Ulhasnagar

MCYM Ulhasnagar under the initiative of Rev. Frs. Joseph Thomas OIC
and Manoj Varghese OIC conducted a medical camp at Bethany Ashram,
Runde village in Titwala on 15 November. More than 100 villagers
participated in this medical camp. Along with the doctors and nurses
from Shusrusha Hospital Kalyan, the nurses from Mcym and
Mathrusamajam also helped in this medical camp.
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1. Institutional News

Sacred Heart Matriculation School - Padi

The 42 Annual Day of the Sacred Heart Matriculation Higher Secondary
School, Padi, Chennai was celebrated on 6 November 2015. H. E.
Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the Patron of the School was the Chief
Guest of the function. Rev. Fr. Sabu Maruthoor, Local Manager,
welcomed the guests at the public meeting. Rev. Fr Moncy Kaleeckal,
Principal, presented the Annual Report. In his Presidential Address, His
Excellency lauded the services being rendered to the society by the
school and appreciated the role of the management and staff.
Mr. D.R. Ambarasan, Police Inspector, Cyber Crime Cell Chennai
delivered the Inaugural Address. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Varghese Mattamana,
Vicar General of the Exarchate of St Ephrem, Rev. Fr Stephen Mathaar,
Parish Priest of St George Malankara Catholic Church and Mr. S. Gopala
Krishna, PTA President also spoke on the occasion. The meeting ended
with vote of thanks by Rev. Sr. Teresina SIC. A cultural program by the
students followed the meeting.

II. Parish News

St. Thomas Malankara Catholic Church, Padi

The main cross of the St Thomas Church under construction at Padi was
blessed by H. E. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC on 6 November 2015 in the

presence of the parish community and Rev. Fr. Varghese Maruthoor, the
Vicar. The construction of the church is steadily progressing.

Bangalore District

St. John’s Malankara Catholic Church - Singasandra

1. On 15 November 2015, the construction of the church at Singasandra
started with the laying of the foundation stone, blessed by His Beatitude
Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos on 09 July 2015 by
H.E.Thomas Mar Anthonios, the Exarch, in the presence of the Parishioners
and the Vicar Rev. Fr Varghese Kadakketh. A meeting presided over by His
Excellency discussed the modalities of the construction and the parishioners
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unanimously endorsed the vision for the future growth of the parish and the
Bangalore Malankara Catholic Community.

2.The Harvest Festival of the parish was celebrated on 1 November 2015.
The Holy Qurbono was offered by the Vicar Rev. Fr. Varghese
Kadakketh. All the families actively participated by bringing offerings
and taking part in the auctions with a goal to generate funds for the church
construction. An amount of 7,40,150.00 was raised through the auctions.

GEmmmmmm  UPCOMING EVENTS

05 December : 2nd Exarchial Pastoral Council Meeting
at Khadki
08 December : Inauguration of the Year of Mercy at Khadki
Date : Function/Venue
04 :  St. Joseph's School Annual Function - Dehu Road
05 . Pastoral Council at Khadki, Pune
06 :  Holy Qurbono and Baptism at Warje Malwadi
08 :  Inauguration of the Year of Mercy,
Khadki Cathedral
11 : WRBC - Goregaon
12 : WRBC & Aurangabad
13 : Nashik
25 : Dehu Road
27 : Marriage - Pune
28 . House Blessing Chennai, Marthandom
29 : Kerala
30 :  Marriage - Trivandrum
31 :  Baptism - Moolakayam, Kerala
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Printed and Published by
The Chancellor, Exarchate of St Ephrem
51 Bhaupatil Road, Bopodi, Pune - 411 020
Tel.: +91 9145273369. Email : exarchkhadki@gmail.com
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