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VOICE OF THE EXARCH
Dear All,

Prayerful wishes of the Season of Qyomtho!

The Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is the
crowning event of the Salvation History. This year I observed the
Holy Week in the Cathedral of the Exarchate together with Fr.
Joseph Venmanath, the Vicar of the Cathedral and Fr. Varghese
Valikkodath, the Co-ordinator of Exarchial Commissions. The
observances of the Holy Week made me to relive once again the
passion, the crucifixion of Jesus leading to the peace, the joy and
the happiness experienced by the disciples at the resurrection of
the Lord. The liturgy of the Washing of the Feet was an occasion to
remind myselfabout the true spirit of humility and service after the
example of our Lord.

Malankara Catholic Seminary Day

The Malankara Catholic Seminary Day was celebrated on 23 April
together with the Faith Proclamation of St Thomas and the Feast of
St George. The Major Seminarians of the Exarchate celebrated the
Day participatingin the Holy Qurbono celebrated in the Cathedral.
The Seminarians of the Exarchate studying in different Major
Seminaries are faring well in studies and growing gracefully in the
Spirit. Let us continuously remember them in our prayers so that
the Spirit of the Lord grants them the grace to sustain in their
vocation and become good priests for the Exarchate. It was also an
occasion to remember and pray for the benefactors and well-
wishers of the seminarians and our minor seminary for their
gracious support.

Jeevan Darshan Camp 2017

This year also our seminarians organized the Jeevan Darshan
Camp in our ecclesiastical districts. The camp is aimed at guiding
our children to choose their vocation in life. I owe my gratitude to
all the priests and seminarians who made the camp a success. |
sincerely appreciate the parents who really motivated their
children to participate in the camp. I also appreciate the children
for setting aside their other interests and gave priority to Jeevan
Darshan Camp. At the same time, I regret to share with you that a
large number of our parents did not motivate their children to
participate in this camp. For every occasion it is easy to find a
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justification for their priorities but this can only keep our children
away from the company of Jesus.

Foundation Stone Laying for St. Alphonsa Church at
Carmalaram, Bengaluru

As we know for a fourth community in Bengaluru, a plot of land
was purchased at Carmalaram. The community was formed on 3
July 2016. Now the parishioners have developed a plan to build a
multipurpose community centre and its foundation was laid on 29
April 2017.

Vocation Day

Sunday, 28 May 2017 is celebrated as the Vocation Day in the
Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. The day is envisioned to
conscientize the faithful regarding the promotion of vocation to
Priesthood and Religious life and to motivate the children to boldly
accept the call of God to become servants in the vineyard of the
Lord. Let us wholeheartedly encourage the children to discern
their vocation to various states of life. You can forward such names
to Rev. Fr. George Mathew OIC, our Minor Seminary Rector and
Rev. Fr. Varghese Valikkodath, the Exarchial Promoter of
Vocations. I urge all the priests to take genuine initiative in this
regard.

Exarchial Pastoral Council and Priests' Meet

The fifth Exarchial Pastoral Council and Priests' Meet is scheduled
to be held on 26 May 2017 at St. Mary's Cathedral, Khadki. The
details are sent to the members through email. All the members are
strictly bound to attend the Pastoral Council without fail. The
absentees have to take special exemption by detailing the grave
reason.

Minor Orders for the Brothers Studying for the Exarchate

Korooyo Pattom for the brothers who are studying for the
Exarchate will be given on 27 May 2017 at St. Mary's Cathedral,
Khadki. At present, we have five Brothers who are preparing to
receive Korooyo Pattom. Let us earnestly submit Bros. Justin
Chempanal, Paul Peter, Paul Vettikatil, Thomas Attumalil and
Joseph Dhinakaran before the Lord and pray for God's blessings
over them in the liturgical ceremony.




Feasts of Ascension and Pentecost

We are on the way to celebrate the Feasts of Ascension and
Pentecost. The forty days between Easter and Feast of Ascension is
a period for experiencing the peace of the Risen Lord.
Resurrection is not a matter of sight; but an experience of faith.
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have come to believe” (Jn 20:28). It has
to be realized as the experience of the disciples on their way to
Emmaus. The ten days of vigil (Kathirippukalam) after the Feast of
Ascension is observed with great fervence to receive the Holy
Spirit at the Feast of the Pentecost. Let these Feasts be a blessing
forusall.

Wishing you blessed days ahead!
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N
07 : The Syro Malankara Catholic Laity Day
25 . Suloko The Ascension of Our Lord
28 : Vocation Day
30 . Feast of Bishop Thomas Mar Eusebius

s Em Matrlm()lral

————

1. Bangalore settled Syro Malankara Catholic parents invite proposals for
their God fearing, good looking daughter - 26 yrs. 58kg, 5'1", MCA - working
as software engineer. Respond to Mr. Varghese - 09845863365

2. Alliance invited from Pune settled, Malankara Catholic Keralite parent
from Holy Redeemer's Malankara Catholic Church, Kalewadi for their
convent educated, God fearing, good looking, daughter PhD in computer
engineering, 32 years, 55 Kg, 5'4” working as assistant professor in
Springfield, United States. Respond to Mr. K T Mathew 9960500325,
9823124589
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e Feet, Sknaka & Vikroli Parishes

Holy Week Preparatory Retreat,
Ayyapakam

Vasai

'. ! | -
Welcome to Fr Mathew Punakulam, Vishrathwadi MCYM
Assistant Vicar of Warje Malwadi Parish  Praying Psalms with the Vicar

Easter Celebration with SEVA Kids




- L —
Lenten Retreat, Khadki Night Vigil, MCYM Vasai




Newly Elected MCA MCYM & Mathrusangam Office Bearers,
Chennai and Mumbai District

MCYM Members with Rev Fr Benny, Mathrusangham Meeting,
Vishrathwadi Vasai

Newly Elected Parish Committee, Hennur




Festal Celebration of Vicar, Community at Kamagiri, Karnataka
Nanganallur, Chennai

St Joseph's Festal Celebration, Sakinaka Parish Distributing Food
Nanganallur Packets at Tata Memorial Hospital
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EXARCHIAL DISTRICT NEWS

St. Joseph Malankara Catholic Church, Dehu Road

Lenten Services

The Lenten prayers and the holy week services of the parish were
observed with great devotion and piety. Evening prayers were
held in the houses of all the family members. The Way of the Cross
was held in the Church on all Fridays of the Lenten Season. Palm
Sunday was celebrated on 9th April 2017. Adoration session was
held on 9th April 2017, from 4.00pm to 6.00pm for the Pune
Mission at Warje. Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter was
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Arun Das, OIC assisted by Br. Manu
Varghese OIC & Br Jiju OIC. Maundy Thursday services were
conducted by our Vicar Rev. Fr. Noble Joseph, OIC and Holy
Saturday by Rev. Fr. Paul Naveen, OIC.

St Mary's Cathedral Church, Khadki

The Lenten Retreat for the parishioners was held on 2nd April,
2017 after the Holy Qurbono. The retreat was conducted in 2
sessions, the morning session was led by Rev. Fr. Jaison, of the
Capuchin Mission under the theme “The importance of our
relationship with God” while the afternoon session was led by our
vicar, Rev. Fr. Joseph Venmanath and Br. Libin explaining the
significance of confession and the 10 commandments. Confession
was held following the session.

StMary's MSCC, Warje Malwadi

Welcome to the Assistant Vicar

The parish is delighted to welcome Rev Fr Mathew Punakulam as
her Assistant Vicar. He has been appointed to strengthen the
pastoral care and missionary activities held at the church in Pune
mission. Fr George Mathew OIC, the vicar of the parish along with
the trustee and pastoral council members felicitated and welcomed
Fr Mathew to the parish.
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Holy Week

Holy week service was led by the Vicar Fr. George Mathew OIC.
Like every year, this year too, many faithful from the nearby areas,
participated during the Passion Week with great faith and received
Lord's blessing. On Passover feast, Mr. Y. Joykutty represented the
parish, as one of the members whose feet were washed by our
Aboon Thomas Mar Anthonios at St Mary's Cathedral Church,
Khadki.

Mumbai District

Holy Family MSCC, Vikhroli
Holy Week

HFMSCC observed its Holy Week from 9th April 2017 beginning
with Palm Sunday (Hosana Sunday) to 15th April 2017 Easter
Eve. Rev. Fr. Sojo from Trivandrum Diocese led the faithful in
prayerful observance of the Holy Week. Lenten retreat was held on
10th & 11th April 2017 led by Rev. Fr. Thomas Thaikattu, from
Thiruvalla Diocese. The retreat was held in the evening after the
Holy Qurbono. HFMSCC first time witnessed the service of
washing of the feet of its 4 elderly members, led by Aboon Thomas
Mar Anthonios at St. Mary's MSCC, Sakinaka where they
observed the Passover along with the parishioners of St. Mary's
MSCC, Sakinaka. Good Friday was observed with great reverence
as the prayers of Lord's Day of Passion was led Rev. Fr. Soju. On
15th April, 2017, Holy Saturday was observed in the morning
while Easter eve was celebrated after the Holy Qurbono of
Resurrection at 7.30 pm.

StMary's MSCC, Sakinaka

Lenten Retreat: On this season of Lent our parish conducted a two
days retreat. The retreat was conducted by Fr Shinto Vallanattu on
the theme of family life. All members attended the same.

Holy week

On the occasion of Passover feast, Sakinaka Parish was blessed by
the presence of Aboon Thomas Mar Anthonios, who celebrated
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the commemoration of last supper of Jesus and the washing of the
feet ceremony of 8 members of our parish and 4 member from
Holy Family MSCC, Vikhroli. The Holy Week was led by the vicar
Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipra concluding with the Easter celebration on
15th April, 2017.

Vincent De-Paul

As part of the silver jubilee celebration of St. Mary's Malankara
Catholic Church Sakinaka, Mar Ivanios Malankara conference of
St.Vincent De-Paul decided to do the charity in Lenten season. On
13th March 2017, eleven members visited the Tata Memorial
hospital surroundings where patients stay on the foot path to get the
treatment. With the help of Mathrusangham of the Sakinaka,
sarees and bed sheets were collected and distributed. Food packets
and conveyance were sponsored by Mr. Issac Philip, Mr. Saji
David, Mr. N.C Jose from M.C.A Sakinaka and Mr. Jinto Jose a
well-wisher from the nearby parish.

St Mary's MSCC, Kharghar

24 hours Adoration

In preparation of the Holy Week a 24 hour Eucharistic Adoration
was conducted at St Mary's MSCC, Kharghar, led by the different
prayer groups. The adoration began after the Holy Qurbono on
27th March 2017 at 8.00pm and ended with a Holy Qurbono on
28th at 8.00pm

Annual Lenten Retreat

The annual parish retreat during lent was held on 31st March, 1st
and 2nd of April. The retreat was led by  Rev.Fr. Benny Joseph
Puthenthadathil and his team.

Holy Week and Easter Celebrations:

Holy week services began with solemn celebration of Palm
Sunday. Holy Qurbono was celebrated every evening of Holy
Week. Good Friday services were conducted with great reverence,
Easter was celebrated after Qurbono with Agape for all the
parishioners. The Holy Week services were led by Rev. Fr. Mathai

Iranithara OIC.
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St John the Baptist MSCC, Vasai

Holy week

This year Holy week was led by Rev. Fr Ferdinand OIC and Rev.
Fr. Joseph Thomas OIC. On 9th April 2017, after the Palm Sunday
celebrations, one day Lenten retreat was led by Rev. Fr. Ferdinand
OIC. On 12th April 2017, the Maundy Thursday Qurbono was held
at 7:30 pm. The eldest member of the church cut the Pesaha
Appam and distributed among the young ones. Followed to
the Holy Qurbono on 12th April, prayer and adoration session was
led by Rev. Fr Joseph Thomas OIC. The Vicar Rev. Fr Joseph
Thomas OIC led the faithful in prayers on Good Friday. On 15th
April 2017, the parishioners celebrated a solemn Easter.

MCYM Orphanage visit

The MCYM of St. John the Baptist MSCC, Vasai, visited the
"Father Agnel's boys home on 2nd April 2017. 30 youth, 15
parents, YCF members and Rev. Sr. Keerti SIC participated in the
visit organized by the MCYM. Games, action songs and various
activities were arranged for the wonderful kids. Snacks and
needy items were distributed.

Night vigil
The MCYM of St. John the Baptist MSCC led the night vigil on
Good Friday night with prayers and sharing sessions. Elders , YCF

members, MCYM members , Sunday school kids were all the
part of night vigil
Festal celebration
Feast of Rev. Sr Keerti SIC was celebrated on 15th April
2017. After the Holy Qurbono of Easter, in a very short programme
the parishioners felicitated Rev. Sr. with a bouquet and presented

festal gift. After cutting the cake, she thanked the parishioners for
all the love, affection and support.

StJoseph's MSCC, Nanganallur, Chennai
On 2nd April 2017, the parishioners celebrated the feast of the
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Vicar Rev. Fr. Moncy Kaleeckal. The parish observed the feast of
St. Joseph as Pithrudinam. The parish also observed a prayerful
Holy Week under the leadership of its vicar Rev. Fr. Moncy
Kaleeckal.

Institutional News

Mar Gregorios College, Chennai, witnessed a series of new
beginnings on 31st March 2017. Blessing of the new Grotto in
honour of our blessed Mother Mary, blessing of the new play area
for the toddlers of the school section and the blessing and
inauguration of the new cricket pitch at the college campus were
done by Aboon Thomas Mar Anthonios in the presence of Msgr.
Varghese Mattamana, Fr Sabu, Fr Moncy, Rev. Sisters, the
Principal, teachers, staff and students

Bishop's Diary - May 2017

01 - MCYM Leadership Meet, Pune
02 - Blessing of the Presbytery, Padi Chennai
- Blessing of the Parish Hall, Ayyapakam Chennai
03 - Elemannur, Adoor
04 - Seethathodu, Pathanamthitta
05 - Chennai
06 - Blessing of St George MSCC, Ayyappakam
07 - Ayyappakam
- Profession of Sr Princy SIC, Kalewadi
08 - Profession of Sr Princy SIC, Kalewadi
10 - Blessing of DM School, Supa Ahmednagar
11 - Trivandrum
15-19 - Personal Retreat at Kurishumala Ashram, Vagamon - Kerala
20 - Kumbazha, Adoor
23 & 23 - Bapatla Mission Meet, Khadki
26 - Pastoral Council & Priests Meet, Khadki

27 - Minor Orders & Seminarians Parent's Meet, Khadki
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THE EPHREMITE

Call to Priestly Life

Jesus said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few;
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into the harvest.” (Mt
9:37-38) The situation Jesus foresaw is the situation of the Exarchate of St
Ephrem Khadki-Pune. We need labourers, priests and religious, to go out into
the vast fields of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Telengana, Goa, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu to share the Good News of the Gospel to those who have not heard
it so far. We need priests to look after the Faithful in our parishes. Nirmal Hriday
Minor Seminary of the Exarchate is established to form the future priests of the
Exarchate. Let us join hands in motivating talented, committed young men to
join the Seminary!

The Exarchate of St Ephrem invites pious and God-fearing candidates for
serving in the vineyard of the Lord.

Contact

Rev. Fr Varghese Valikkodath

Vocation Promoter,

Exarchate of St Ephrem

Bhau Patil Road, Bopodi 411020

email: valikkodath@gmail.com

Ph: 08018805870 / 8010108479
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THE EPHREMITE

Prayer for Holy Vocation

Lord, who said, “The harvest is great
and the laborers are few”, raise
religious men and women to gather
your wheat. Give us lot of holy men
and women, who glorify you with
their life of prayers and virtuous
deeds and who make manifest to the
world your sanctity and love. Father,
let your holy name be hallowed on

earth.
Servant of God Archbishop Mar lvanios
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Festal Greetings

Inauguration of Grotto Installation of Playing Area for toddlers
MGC Chennai at Mar Gregorios Public School, Chennai
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Amala Province at Wardha in Nagpur



