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THE EPHREMITE

VOICE OF THE EXARCH
Dear All,
Happy Easter Season! “Peace be with you!” so
greeted Jesus everyone after his resurrection. May
this peace reign in our hearts, homes, communities
and the world!
Our Exarchate enters the fourth year of its inception.
God has showered his blessings on us to fulfil the tasks entrusted to
us. Faithfully let us go forward our pilgrim way!
The Easter leads us to the summer holiday season. This holiday
season is very important for us for so many reasons. It is the time to
engage our children in faith and vocation promotion. It is the time
of the leadership changes in our parishes. It is the time, our
seminarians receive their minor and major orders. Our mission
fields become alive during this time. I wish and pray for a fruitful
engagement to all. May God bless us all!
Bapatla Mission Visit
I had the unique opportunity to visit the mission in and around
Bapatla in the first Week of March. The time I spent in Bapatla
together with the Priests, the Sisters, the Brother, the Pastors and
the Faithful was really a long cherished dream realized in the
reality of the Exarchial Mission. The visit helped me to appreciate
the intervention of the Missionaries in the life of the poor people in
the Mission Areas and to strategically plan out a detailed schema to
involve deeply in the villages for integral development. SEVA, the
Social Service Society of the Exarchate will now take up this
enormous task and actively involve in the upliftment of the society.
I take this opportunity to gratefully acknowledge the services of all
the missionaries dynamically working in the Bapatla Mission.
Joint Gathering of MCYM, MCA and Mathrusangham
Exarchial Committees
A joint gathering of the Exarchial Committees of MCYM, MCA
and Mathrusangham was held on 10 March 2018 at St Mary's
Cathedral, Khadki to evaluate the activities of the past three years
and to chalk out a broad plan action for the coming years. Even
though, we have limitations to conduct events at the Exarchial
3
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level, I am very happy to note that all our Districts are trying their
best to organize events according to the directions given from the
centre.
A major concern of the gathering was the repeated failure of the
Exarchial Executives to attend the meetings held in the Ecclesial
level, even after repeated directions from the Apostolic Exarch. It
was decided to elect only those persons as members of the
Exarchial Executive, in future, who can spare enough time for
attending these kinds of meetings.
The meeting also focussed on the need of growth and development
of our associations and their members in the spiritual, ecclesial,
social and political fields. Our associations shall ensure that they
respond to and grow with the challenges of the time and imbibe the
spirit of universal Church. A strong proposal to draw up a definite
plan to learn and discuss the latest Encyclicals, Apostolic
Exhortations and Catholic Teachings was well accepted by the
MCYM, MCA and Mathrusangham members and taken for
serious consideration in the respective forums of these
Associations. The gathering highly appreciated the mission
endeavours of the Exarchate and categorically decided to support
the mission activities through prayer, mission visits, donations and
supporting the missionaries of the Exarchate.
Jeevan Darshan Camp 2018
Preparations are at the final stage for the Jeevan Darshan Camp
2018, which is scheduled to be held in the month of April in
different Districts of the Exarchate. The Major Seminary Brothers
who are studying for the Exarchate will lead the Camps. This year
we will be strictly following the Text Book of the Malankara Bible
Orientation Course which is published by the Synodal
Commission for Faith Formation. The theme is: 'The Sacrament of
Priesthood' under the name Credo 2018. I exhort all the children
studying in Classes VII to XII to participate actively in the Camp
conducted in the respective Districts as per the dates given below:
Kamagiri
03 - 04 April
Bengaluru District
05 - 07 April
Pune District
13 - 15 April
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Chennai District
24 - 26 April
Hyderabad District
24 - 26 April
Bapatla
27 - 29 April
Mumbai District
29 April - 01 May
The details of the Camps will be intimated to you by the District
Director of Catechesis at the right time.
Vocation Promotion, Minor Orders, Minor Seminary and
Priestly Ordination
The new academic year of the Minor Seminary begins in June
2018. We are eagerly waiting for the Priesthood Aspirants from the
Exarchate. All those who wish to join the Minor Seminary this
year, kindly contact me or Msgr. Varghese Mattamana, the
Protosyncellus or Fr Varghese Valikkodath, the Vocation
Promoter. All the Parish Priests are expected to extend their whole
hearted support in this regard by motivating the eligible students
and helping them to discern their vocation.
All shall help in promoting vocations to our religious
congregations. Admissions shall be intimated to me / Exarchial
Curia at the appropriate time.
Those seminarians promoted to the next year of their Theology
formation will receive the respective Minor Orders on 13 May
2018 at St Antony's Malankara Syrian Catholic Church Pune at
Vishrantawadi. Rev. Deacon Varghese Kurisinkal will receive
priestly ordination at St Mary's Cathedral Khadki-Pune on 26 May
2018. He will celebrate the First Holy Qurbono at his home parish
at Enath / Kerala on 30 May 2018. I cordially invite all our faithful,
well-wishers and benefactors to these holy functions.
Second Semester Catechism Examination
The Second Semester Catechism Examination is scheduled to be
held on 22 April 2018 in all the Parishes of the Exarchate. For the
past three years, I have been closely observing the attendance and
the results of the Catechism Examinations. After a detailed
analysis and consultation with the Exarchial Director, I have
clearly understood that there has been a steady decline in the
attendance of Second Semester Examination in certain Districts of
5
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the Exarchate, in spite of allowing the children to appear for the
Examination from various centres outside the Exarchate according
to their convenience. I strongly appeal to the Headmasters of
Sunday School to timely motivate the children and make
arrangements with the Exarchial Director to help the children to
take the examination at the centre of their choice. Dear Parents!
See that your children grow up in Jesus! What is your patrimony to
your children, if you do not give them Jesus!
Formation of New Parish Committees
April is the month of the Annual General Body Meetings and the
formation of new Committees in the Parishes of the Exarchate. I
take this opportunity to wholeheartedly thank all the Parish
Committee Members who have strived hard in their respective
Parishes to plan, execute and record all the events and accounts of
the past year. The Parishes are expected to send the list of the new
Committee Members in the prescribed proforma to the Exarchial
Curia for approval before taking the oath of office. The dues have
to be remitted and the accounts of the Parishes have to be kept
ready for auditing by the Finance Office. The Finance Officer will
visit each District, according to dates given below, in order to
finish the auditing in April itself.
21 April
Mumbai
22 April
Pune
27 April
Hyderabad
28 April
Chennai
29 April
Bangalore
I thank all the parish priests for their untiring efforts and
dedication.
Election of Members to the Exarchial Pastoral Council from
the Parishes
I am happy to announce that the Bye-Laws of the Pastoral Council
of the Exarchate is promulgated. At the completion of tenure of the
existing Exarchial Pastoral Council, we have decided to constitute
the new Pastoral Council on 25 May 2018 according to the
promulgated Bye-laws. A detailed circular regarding the election
6
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of members from the parishes has been sent to all the parishes on
13 March 2018. I urge all the Parish Priests to conduct timely this
election according to the directive given in the Circular and
forward the names to the Chancellor before 1 May 2018. The
members of the Finance Council and the nominees to the Pastoral
Council have to be decided after receiving the names from the
parishes.
I thank profusely the outgoing members of the Pastoral Council.
They did a wonderful service at the beginning of our Exarchate.
Others are to build on the strong foundation they laid. Thank you
and God bless you and your families!
New Appointments
My dear fathers, sisters and faithful! I am aware of the need to post
permanently parish priests in certain parishes which lie vacant. I
am very grateful to Rt Rev. Msgr Varghese Mattamana, our
Protosyncellus, for his untiring effort to see to the pastoral care of
these parishes in a situation like this. I thank all the priests who put
in extra efforts and cooperate with the Protosyncellus in this
regard. We hope to get some reinforcements from our Eparchies in
Kerala. Kindly pray for a plentiful harvest! We hope to make the
new appointments by early June.
Minor Seminary Project
We are still awaiting the civil permission for the construction of
our Minor Seminary in Kharsundi Village near Khopoli. It is
expected that we can begin the work soon. Thank you everyone,
who has donated to the cause. I hope others will soon follow.
HAPPY AND BLESSED EASTER SEASON! May the Risen
Lord bless us all!
Your loving Aboon

X Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Apostolic Exarch, Exarchate of St Ephrem
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Circular
13th March, 2018
Prot. No. CL 2018/1
Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters and Lay faithful,
Greetings for a blessed Lenten season, Holy Week and Easter!
Pastoral Council is an important organ in the life of the Church, "whose
responsibility is to investigate under the authority of the Bishop all those
things which pertain to pastoral works, to ponder them, and to propose
practical conclusions about them." (Christus Dominus, no. 27). It is
therefore imperative that this council is constituted in such manner that it
adequately represents the entire Exarchate because it acts as an organ of
the participation of the Christian Faithful in the building up of Church. In
order to ensure adequate participation of women faithful of our
Exarchate, 'The Bye Laws of the Pastoral Council of our Exarchate',
stipulates that "50% of our parishes shall have women representatives." (
Rule no.16-c)
This circular aims to make clear the application of this rule in the election
of members to the pastoral council from the parishes during the
forthcoming Annual General Body meeting of the respective parishes.
Each parish sends one representative to the Pastoral Council and in order
to ensure that 50 % of the members elected are women, we have made a
list of parishes that are supposed to elect female or male members during
this election. Those parishes that elect women representatives this year
will elect male representative during the next elections and vice versa.
Sl.
no.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Parish

District

Aurangabad
Chinchwad
Kalewadi
Dehu Road
Khadki

Pune
Pune
Pune
Pune
Pune
8
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Female
Male
Female
Male
Female
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6.
Warje
Pune
Male
7.
Vishrantwadi
Pune
Female
8.
BARC
Mumbai
Male
9.
Boisar
Mumbai
female
10.
Borivili
Mumbai
Male
11.
Dombivili
Mumbai
Female
12.
Khargar
Mumbai
Male
13.
Malad
Mumbai
Female
14.
Nashik
Mumbai
Male
15.
Nagpur
Mumbai
Female
16.
Thane
Mumbai
Male
I 7.
Salkinaka
Mumbai
Female
18.
Ulhasnagar
Mumbai
Male
19.
Vasai
Mumbai
Female
20.
Vikhroli
Mumbai
Male
21
Goa
Goa
Female
22.
Ayapakkam
Chennai
Male
23.
Padi
Chennai
Female
24.
Carmelaram
Bangalore
Male
25
Hennur
Bangalore
Female
26.
Mathikare
Bangalore
Male
27.
Singasandra
Bangalore
Female
28.
Hyderabad
Hyderabad
Male
29.
Secunderabad
Hyderabad
Female
Parish Priests are to ensure that their parishes comply to this list.
However, If any parish finds it absolutely difficult to send members
according to the designated gender as per this list, the) may send a member
according to their choice after having obtained the permission of the Apostolic
Fxarch (see Rule 16-c).
The name of the representatives should he sent to the Chancellor after the
election with their addresses, phone numbers and email ids. I remind the
Proto-presbyters to do the needful to name the elected representative
from the District Pastoral Councils. Kindly note that the names should
reach the Chancellor's office on or before May 2018. The first meeting of
the reconstituted Pastoral Council will be held on 25 May, 2018 at our
Bishop's House in Khadki, Pune.

X Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Apostolic Exarch
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Prot. No. CPL 2/2018
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THE SYRO- MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH
MORAN MOR BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS

MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA
CATHOLICATE CENTRE
PATTOM, TRIVANDRUM-695004

Major Archbishop-Catholicos

Prot. No. CCL 3/2018

21 March 2018
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Holy Episcopal Synodal Decisions
Salient Matters Discussed and Decided in the Holy Episcopal
Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church held from 19
to 23 February 2018, at Catholicate Centre, Trivandrum
1. Catholicos Day Offering
The Holy Episcopal Synod of the Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church, after hearing each Eparch, has fixed the following amount
from each Eparchy/Exarchate towards the expense of the
Catholicate Centre. This will take its effect from 1stJanuary 2019
onwards. The following is the share:
1. Major Archieparchy of Trivandrum - Rs.1,000,000/2. Archieparchy of Thiruvalla
- Rs.700,000/3. Eparchy of Bathery
- Rs.5,00,000/4. Eparchy of Marthandom
- Rs.300,000/5. Eparchy of Mavelikara
- Rs.355,000/6. Eparchy of Muvattupuzha
- Rs.200,000/7. Eparchy of Pathanamthitta
- Rs.400,000/8. Eparchy of Puttur
- Rs.155,000/9. Eparchy of Gurgaon
- Rs.200,000/10. Eparchy of America
- $ 12,000/11. Eparchy of Parassala
- Rs.100,000/12. Exarchate of Khadki-Pune
- Rs.200,000/An appropriate share from the Religious Congregations is also
solicited which the Major Archbishop-Catholicos will personally
deal with.
2. Directory of the SMCC
It was proposed to publish the Directory of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church at the earliest. Since there would be transfer of
priests periodically it was proposed to publish only the full name of
the priests with their contact telephone numbers and E-mail ID in
the directory. The Eparchies are obliged to furnish the data by 15
April 2018 and the directory will be published by the first week of
May 2018. The Chancellors are advised to furnish the details
before 15 April.
3. Eparchial Assembly/ies in view of the 12 year preparation
for the Centenary of the Reunion Movement and the Silver
24

Aboon along with the Faithful at Bapatla

Suvisesha Sangham Class & Release of Album Mishiha, Borivali

MCYM District Secretariat at
Kharghar Church

Marathi Prayer Meet, Bopkel

Football Tournament Organized
by MCYM, Kharghar

Ecumenical Gathering, Vasai

Chilamboli 2018 - Liturgical Song and Bible Quiz Competition, Bengaluru

Chilamboli Inauguration

Liturgical Song Winners, Singasandra

Bible Quiz Runner-up, Hennur

Liturgical Song Runner-up, Carmelarum

Mar Ivanios School Staff and Students with the SEVA Kids, Pune

Suvisesha Sangham Class at Hyderabad & Vasai

Felicitation to Frs Benjamin OIC & Melwin Mathew OIC at
Warje & Khadki

Festal Celebration of Vicar,
Kharghar

MCYM Meeting, Dombivali

Food Distribution, MCA - Vasai

Sunday School Picnic, Khadki

MCA & Mathrusangham Meet, Chinchwad

Lenten Retreat

Kalewadi

Khadki

Lectio Divina, Borivali

Mathrusangham, Mumbai District

MCYM, Bengaluru District

MCYM, Pune District

MCYM, Vishrathwadi

Mr TM Johnson being welcomed
for Retreat, Warje
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Jubilee of the SMCC to the Status of a Major Archiepiscopal
Church
The HES felt it necessary to convoke the next SMCC Assembly,
especially in view of the preparation for the centenary of the
Reunion Movement. It is also the Silver Jubilee of the SMCC as
the Major Archiepiscopal Church. Each year will have a special
theme. It was decided that the theme for the next Church Assembly
be FAMILY and it should be in continuation with the theme of the
previous assembly on Evangelization and Mission. Before the
Assembly on the ecclesial level, discussions and sharing must be
held at the Parish Presbyteral/District Eparchial levels. A
Preparatory Commission was appointed to prepare the
Lineamenta:
1. HE Thomas Mar Eusebius Convenor
2. HE Thomas Mar Anthonios Member
3. HE Samuel Mar Irenios Member
The following members are the Eparchial Representatives for the
Preliminary Consultation:
Major Archieparchy of Trivandum
1. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dr. Mathew Manackarakavil Corepiscopo,
Syncellus
2. Mr. Jacob Punnose IPS (Pastoral Council Secretary)
Archdiocese of Thiruvalla
1. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Cherian Thazhamon (Proto-Syncellus)
2. Mr. Peter T. John (Pastoral Council Secretary,
Thekkumparampil,Thiruvalla, Cathedral)
Eparchy of Bathery
1. Rev. Fr. George Vettikatt
2. Mr. Philip Ninan Thannickakuzhy
Eparchy of Marthandom
1. Rev. Dr. Jose (Rector, St. Ephream's Minor Seminary, MIDS
Office, Edavilogam, Kazhuvanthittai, Kuzhithurai (PO)
629163, Mob. 09489263944)
2. Dr. Sherlin (S/o. Mr. Samuel, S.S. Nilayam, Mankuzhy,
Adaikkakuzhy (PO) 629153, Mob. 09443517787)
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Eparchy of Muvattupuzha
1. Rev. Dr. Varghese Madathikunnath
2. Mr. V.C. Georgekutty (Vettickal Parish)
Eparchy of Mavelikara
1. Rev. Fr. Roshan John (Good Shepherd Church,
Kalluvathukkal, Chathanoor, Kollam).
2. Mr. K O Raju (Kadakampallil, Puthoor PO, Kottarakara,
Kollam)
Eparchy of Pathanamthitta
1. Rev. Fr. Joseph Kalavila
2. Mr. Varghese C. O.
Eparchy of Puttur
1. Rev. Dr. Eldho Puthenkandathil (Proto- Syncellus)
2. Mr. Sajith (MC President)
Eparchy of Gurgaon
1. Rev. Msgr. Shaji Daniel Manikulam, Syncellus
2. Mr. N. C. Philip
Eparchy of Parassala
1. Rev. Dr. Varghese Naduthala
2. Bar Etho Kasiro P. Paulose
Exarchate of Pune
1. Rev. Fr. Joseph Venmanath
2. Mr. V. A. George
The Commission shall submit the draft of the Lineamenta before
th
th
27 of June 2018 and the draft will be discussed by the HES on 27
June 2018, after the commemoration day H.E. Jacob Mar
Theophilos, at Tiruvalla.
After sufficient discussion and study on the Linementa at various
levels, a working paper “Instrumentum Laboris” for the Church
Assembly will be prepared by the Commission. In order to assist
the preparatory commission, each eparch will propose 2 names
(one Priest, one layman).
The Church level Assembly shall be celebrated from 8-10 October
2019 at the Catholicate Centre. It is to be noted that 10th October
2019 is the Silver Jubilee of the Commemoration Archbishop
Benedict Mar Gregorios.
30
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4. Reunion Day Celebration
As it was decided in the last Synod, the forthcoming (ie. 2018)
Reunion Day Celebration will be hosted by the Eparchy of
Muvattupuzha. In the coming years the following pattern will be
followed:
2019 - Being the Assembly Year, the Reunion Celebrations
will be held under the auspices of the Major
Archiepiscopal Curia. The SMCC will honour
specifically the Centenary of the Foundation of the
Bethany Ashram (Order of the Imitation of Christ)
2020 - Host of the Reunion Day Celebration- Eparchy of
Mavelikkara
2021 - Host of the Reunion Day Celebration- Eparchy
Marthandom.
2022 - Host of the Reunion Day Celebration- Eparchy of
Gurgaon
2023 - Host of the Reunion Day Celebration- Eparchy of
Pathanamthitta.
2024 - Host of the Reunion Day Celebration- Khadki-Pune
Exarchate.
5. Mar Ivanios Day-2018
Since July 15 falls on Sunday, it was decided to begin the
Padayatra on 9th July 2018 from Ranni-Perunad and other places.
th
The Candle Procession will be on 13 July 2018 and the
Commemoration Ceremony will be on 14th July 2018. 15th July
2018 being a Sunday, the Commemoration of the Servant of God
Mar Ivanios could be held at each parish. The Chief Guest on the
occasion of this year's Mar Ivanios Day will be His Eminence
Rainer Cardinal Maria Woelki, the Archbishop of Köln, Germany.
6. Religious Superiors
It was discussed that as a remote preparation it would be
meaningful to connect the 2018 Reunion Celebration with the
Centenary Celebration of Bethany. The final celebration of the
Centenary will be in 2019.
7. St. Mary's Malankara Major Seminary
Currently, each diocese remits to the Seminary Rs.2000/- per
candidate as annual fees. Considering the present financial crisis
31
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in the Major Seminary it was decided to raise that amount to Rs.
5000/ per head, for 10 months, from the academic year 2017-2018
onwards. Seminary Commission has to study the
profitable/optimum utilization of the landed property at Vettinad
belonging to the Seminary.
It was also stated that there is lack of resident professors for
Scripture and Moral Theology. The Seminary Commission was
asked to look into the matter and resolve the issue in the best way.
The Resource Books on the SMCC will be collected under the
leadership of Saint Mary's Malankara Major Seminary. Such a
collection will be beneficial for further research and inspiration
for the new generation.
8. Regency Brothers for Major Archiepiscopal Curia
For the coming year, the Eparchies of Marthandom and Puttur
agreed to send one regent each from their respective eparchies for
the service of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.
9. Reconstitution of Certain Synodal Commissions
For the effective functioning and better collaboration of the
Commission for Faith formation and MCCL, it was decided to
appoint the Director of MCCL as the Assistant Director of Faith
Formation in each Eparchy.
New office Bears of the Commissions:
(1) Commission for Faith Formation
Chairman: HE Thomas Mar Eusebius
(2) Commission for Clergy
Chairman: HE Geeverghese Mar Makarios
(3) Commission for Theology, History and Publication
Secretary: Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC
(4) Commission for Bible
Secretary: Rev. Fr. Joseph Poovathumtharyail
(5) Commission for Evangelization
Chairman: HE Thomas Mar Anthonios
Member: HE Jacob Mar Barnabas
(6) Synodal Commission for Seminary Formation
Secretary: Very Rev. Dr. Kuriakose Thadathil
(7) Commission for Social Apostolate, Dalit, and Other Backward
Classes
32
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Chairman: HE Jacob Mar Barnabas
(8) Commission for Migrants
Chairman: HE Philipose Mar Stephanos
It is decided to revive Malankara Academy under the auspices of
the Theological Commission.
It was proposed to register an SMCC Social Forum in the Capital
City of our Country, Delhi. HE Jacob Mar Barnabas was asked to
do the needful in this regard.
The Website of SMCC needs to be updated. However, it was
proposed that the Eparchies and the Synodal Commissions will
communicate the major happenings in their respective Eparchies
and Commissions to the Curia in time. The Chairman of each
Synodal Commission and PROs of the eparchies shall take interest
in accomplishing this task.
10. Malankara Catholic Youth Movement
It was decided in the HES Synod to declare 25th March 2018 to
25thMarch 2019 “Year of the Youth” in the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church. The intention is to follow more closely the
Youthful Jesus and help the youth to imitate Jesus' ways and
attitudes in concrete life situations.
It was informed by HB to the Synod that Mr. Tinu Kuriakose, the
President of the MCYM belonging to the Eparchy of
Muvattupuzha was asked by him to participate in the Pre-Synodal
Meeting at Rome as the representative of our Church.
11. Other Proposals
With regard to the order of precedence among the SMC Bishops
CPCSMCC c. 80 will be applicable. The following will be the
order of precedence:
1. Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
2. Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Koorilos
3. Most Rev. Dr. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom
4. Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios
5. Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Mar Thomas
33
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6. Most Rev. Dr. Jacob Mar Barnabas
7. Most Rev. Dr. Abraham Mar Julios
8. Most Rev. Dr. Vincent Mar Paulos
9. Most Rev. Dr. Philipos Mar Stephanos
10. Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius
11. Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Makarios
12. Most Rev. Dr. Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
13. Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios
14. Most Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Timotheos
15. Most Rev. Dr. Samuel Mar Irenios
His Beatitude, after consulting the Nuncio informed the members
that the Peter's pence is an annual contribution given to the Roman
Pontiff by everyone in the Catholic Church. Hence, it is obligatory
to send an amount (collection) to the Holy Father through the
Nunciature from this year onwards.

X Yoohanon Mar Theodosius
Chancellor

X Thomas Mar Koorilos
Secretary

X Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Major Archbishop-Catholicos &
President, The Holy Episcopal Synod of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

19 March 2018
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23 CBCI - Final Statement
Bengaluru, February, 2 - 9, 2018
“United in Diversity for a Mission of Mercy and Witness:
'I am with you always, to the end of the age' ” (Mt 28: 20)
PREAMBLE
The theme of our General Body Meeting immediately invites us to
reflect on the mystery of the Trinity. The great mystery of the one
God, united in three Persons the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit, is the foundation of our Christian faith.
We thank God for the unique nature of the Catholic Church in
India who is blessed with three sui iuris Churches called to reflect
in her life and mission the communion of the Holy Trinity.
Rooted in this vision, we, the 184 bishops of the Catholic Church
rd
in India gathered together for the 33 General Body Meeting of the
Catholic Bishops' Conference of India (CBCI) at St. John's
National Academy of Health Sciences, Bengaluru, from 02 to 09
February 2018, to pray and reflect upon the theme: “United in
Diversity for a Mission of Mercy and Witness: 'I am with you
always, to the end of the age' ” (Mt 28: 20) to deepen our
understanding of our own identity and to enhance our contribution
to nation-building. We, the Catholic Bishops of India felt
reassured and strengthened by the words of our Lord: “And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Mt 28:20).
We have taken into account the final statement of the Catholic
Council of India (CCI) which met from 17 to 19 November 2017.
The Mission of Jesus
Jesus, who came to unite and reconcile the whole of humankind
into one family of God, is himself the good news. He presented
God to people in the way he loved all, namely, in feeding the
hungry, comforting the disturbed, promoting the dignity of the
marginalized, healing the sick, giving hope to the hopeless,
freedom to the captives, forgiveness to the sinners, justice to the
poor and life to the dead.
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The Church in India
The Church in India received the gift of faith through St. Thomas,
the Apostle of Jesus. Our Christian faith was nourished and
strengthened by the efforts of many great saints such as St. Francis
Xavier who is Patron Saint of Missions. We want to emphatically
affirm that the Christian faith in India is as old as Christianity. India
is what it is today is also due to the contribution of the Church in
India.
With the evidence of yeoman service rendered by the Church, it is
clear that India needs the Church just as the members of the Church
continue to love India as they reach out to the very last and the
least, in imitation of Jesus our Master. The Church believes that all
people are our brothers and sisters as Jesus himself has taught us,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Mt 22: 39). The
empowerment of the poor and the promotion of human dignity are
values enshrined in our Constitution and are also cherished by the
Church in her mission. The mission of the Church carried out
through all her activities has only one aim, to build up our nation on
the four essential pillars of peace, that is, truth, justice, love and
freedom (cfr. St. John XXIII, Pacem in Terris).
Understanding Authentic Nationalism and Constitutional
Secularism
Any attempt to promote nationalism based on any one particular
culture or religion is a dangerous position. It may lead to
uniformity but never to genuine unity. Such misconceived efforts
can only lead our nation on the path of self-annihilation. Monoculturalism has never been and can never be the right answer to the
quest for peace, progress and development, especially in a country
like ours that has a rich diversity of culture, language, region, race
and religion. Violence always recoils upon the violent sooner or
later, “For all who take the sword will perish by the sword” (Mt 26:
52). We deplore the rising incidence of atrocities against women,
killings, caste rivalries and communal violence which includes
attacks on Christian institutions and communities. Therefore, let
us follow the path of true nationalism that can lead our motherland
to true peace, harmony, progress and prosperity. Authentic
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nationalism respects the human dignity of every citizen, regardless
of one's economic status, culture, religion, region or language.
We wish to urgently call all people of goodwill to uphold the rule of
law guaranteed by our Indian Constitution. In a climate of
violence, we make an appeal to all our fellow citizens to eschew
mob culture and vigilantism in favor of peace. We appreciate and
will collaborate with the Government in all its efforts to maintain
law and order in our country, to ensure progress and development
of all and the protection of the environment. The Father of the
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi has stated in clear terms that “The world
has enough for everyone's need, but not enough of everyone's
greed”.
The Precious Gift of Human Life
The Christian community upholds the absolute and transcendent
value of human life which is a precious gift of God. Therefore, an
assault on human life can never be inspired by God nor justified
because of the diverse beliefs and practices. Human life of every
individual person in our beloved motherland needs to be valued
and defended.
The Church's Mission of Mercy
Mercy that flows out of the heart of God alone, through the cross of
Jesus Christ, can heal the wounded human hearts, restore the
broken relationships between persons and communities and lift up
out of misery those suppressed for centuries. Faced with this
precarious situation we the disciples of Christ, resolve to be
authentic witnesses of mercy, which is the essence of the Gospel
and the manifestation of Christian discipleship. This is witnessed
in the gentle hands and wrinkled face of St. Teresa of Kolkata and
in the martyrdom of Blessed Rani Maria of Indore.
In our service to the nation, especially to the Dalits, Tribals and
other backward classes, we Christians join hands with our fellow
citizens to ensure the authentic human development of our people
which is measured by the scale of human index, and not merely by
economic standards.
Let us all resolve to go beyond narrow domestic walls of every
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kind in order to establish a truly secular, socialist and democratic
nation as is enshrined in the Constitution of India.
To Live in Unity in the midst of Diversity, both within the
Church and in the country, we propose the following:
1. To deepen and intensify our Christian life of discipleship at all
levels by being a ceaselessly praying community, always
living our unity in diversity in accordance with our Trinitarian
faith.
2. To strengthen the bonds of communion among the laity, the
religious and the clergy and to ensure that communion
becomes the way of life for the Church at all levels.
3. To promote and intensify Small Christian Communities
(SCCs) and Family Units for the all-round integral formation
of the faithful and for inter-religious cooperation, peace and
harmony.
4. To accompany families in their evangelizing mission in the
world and to make sure that they become the focal point of the
pastoral ministry of the Church; to manifest special care and
compassion to families in distress and to enlighten our
families on responsible parenthood.
5. To imbue our youth with the vision of an authentic Christian
Life to enable them to play their role in Church and society; to
empower our youth to play an active role in the Church by
equipping them with the knowledge of the Word of God and
with the teachings of the Church through the Indian Catholic
Youth Movement (ICYM) and other Catholic Youth
Movements; to help our youth to discern and choose the way
of life which is the primary theme of the forthcoming Synod
on Youth in Oct 2018.
6. To encourage and train our lay people and youth for nationbuilding through involvement in vitally important areas of our
national life such as politics, civil services, defense, law and
judiciary.
7. To ensure that formators in our formation houses guide the
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8.
9.
10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

formees to respect the equal dignity of women and to promote
the role of the laity in the life and mission of the Church.
To ensure adequate representation of women in all Church
bodies.
To prepare seminarians, priests and religious to be authentic
witnesses of mercy within the Church and society.
To seize every opportunity to promote dialogue across
religious boundaries; our inter-religious dialogue will become
more credible, fruitful and effective if we Christians make
every effort to grow in our unity in Christ.
To take various initiatives to foster better cooperation among
all Christians through dialogue with ecumenical groups and
promoting common ecumenical services, common prayers
and common endeavours.
To make the Constitution of India more widely known in all
sectors of Church and society, particularly highlighting some
salient features such as the equality of all citizens, the freedom
of religion, the freedom of conscience and the freedom of
expression.
To encourage and motivate our laity to be actively involved in
the secular world in order to effectively contribute to nationbuilding in fulfillment of their proper vocation.
To continue to make our service in the field of education a
mission of mercy and to implement purposefully the “All
India Catholic Education Policy 2007” of the CBCI in order to
impart Gospel values.
To make Catholic Health Services a mission of mercy and
healing that is affordable, compassionate and caring, yet
professional, self-sustaining and collaborative.
To ensure the implementation of the CBCI Policy of Dalit
Empowerment in every diocese, to work for the protection
and integral development of the Tribals and Other Backward
Classes (OBC's) and to take special initiatives for the relief
and welfare of farmers, fisher folk, migrants and other
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deprived and exploited communities by providing care,
comfort and hope to them in their distress.
17. To increase awareness of the importance of ecology as an
integral part of our Christian commitment and spirituality and
to take new initiatives to protect the environment and to
promote love for Nature; to ensure that every diocese has
formulated an environment policy to implement the teachings
of Laudato Si, the Encyclical Letter of Pope Francis.
18. To create an awareness of the plight of our brothers and sisters
in prison and to assist them in their rehabilitation and the care
of their families.
19. To ensure transparency in all spheres of the Church's
administration and to stand for the same in society.
20. To set up an effective “think tank” for all our dioceses for
taking up urgent matters and earnestly engaging in advocacy
with all stakeholders.
Conclusion
The Church “exists in order to evangelize, that is to say, in order to
preach and teach, to be the channel of the gift of grace, to reconcile
sinners with God…” (Blessed Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, no.
14). “The Church and theology exist to evangelize, and not be
content with a desk-bound theology” (Pope Francis, Evangelii
Gaudium, no. 133). Even as we face many grave challenges and
setbacks to the unity in diversity of our country we are proud to be
Indian. We love our country as we continue to pray constantly for it
and its wellbeing. Our Christian faith gives us hope to move ahead
to continue our work for unity in diversity so as to establish peace
and harmony and make our country live up to its exalted calling.
We entrust ourselves in all that we do for the Church and society, to
the loving care of Mary, Mother of Mercy.
Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
President,
Catholic Bishops Conference of India
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1. Mathrusangham

Chilambolli 2018
The Bangalore District Mathrusangham office
conducted Chilambolli 2018 on 4 March at St. MATHRUSANGAM
Mary's Malankara Catholic Church in Bangalore. As
part of the event Liturgical group song and Bible quiz
competitions were conducted for all Mathrusangham members in
st
the units of Bangalore. In Liturgical songs 1 place was bagged by
nd
Singasandra unit, 2 place by Carmelaram unit and 3rd place was
shared between Mathikere and Hennur Units. In Bible Quiz, 1st
nd
place was bagged by Singasandra unit, 2 place by Hennur unit
and 3rd place was bagged by Caramelarum Unit.
2. Malankara Catholic Youth Movement
Patmos'18
A One day retreat was organized by the Bangalore
district office for the MCYM members at St.
Claret Nivas in Carmalaram on the 18th of March
2018. Rev Fr Robin Chittuparambil & Bro Anish
led the one-day retreat which was planned with “faith formation”
as the theme. Around 96 youths from all the 4 units in Bangalore
participated in the day long enlightening sessions, Prayer &
worship, adoration and Confession and Holy Qurbono. As part of
the initiative from the MCYM Central Secretariat to coordinate
the MCYM members who migrated to Bangalore for studies and
job, we had 18 new MCYM members from the various diocese of
our Church participate in this retreat as well. The new members
introduced themselves to everyone and their details were shared
with the respective unit presidents to handhold them to the nearby
units in future. Adv. Reno Zac, Vice president of the Central
MCYM team was also present to address the migrant youths
during the event. The youths dispersed by 6.30 Pm after a group
photo.
MCYM Retreat, Pune District
'SVADHYAYA' in Sanskrit means Introspection. The annual retreat
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of the year 2017-18 named SVADHYAYA was conducted at St
Mary's MSCC, Warje. Aboon Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC, the
Exarch inaugurated and inspired the youths focusing on the role of
the youths in the church and how the youths should be aware of the
teachings of the church especially that of the Holy Episcopal Synod.
Fr Jiju the retreat preacher made the youths think about themselves
and of the transgressions they might have committed. This was
effectively done through sharing the scripture. He made the youths
read Bible verses and explained what the scripture has to say about
sins. He also shared the flip side of how to overcome our
shortcomings. The youths shared that this is the first time they had
read so many Bible verses in a day.
The annual retreat was a great spiritual enlightenment with the
words of Aboon, Fr Jiju, the MIPG praise and worship sessions,
confession, the active participation of the youth and the presence
of Rev Sr Krupa SIC, Sr Noel SIC, Fr Abraham, Mr Johnny
Abraham and Mrs Beena Raju the district animators. The day
ended with the Holy Qurbono being celebrated in Hindi by the
Pune District Director Fr. George Mathew OIC along with the
Marathi community of Warje mission. A total of 70 youths
participated in the retreat.

Exarchial District News
Pune District
1. St Mary's MSCC, Khadki
a. Felicitation to Rev Fr Melwin Mathew OIC
The parish was blessed to have the gracious presence of the newly
ordained Fr Melwin Mathew OIC to celebrate the Holy Qurbono
on 4th March. Vicar Rev. Fr. Joseph Venmanath welcomed Fr.
Melwin and wished him all success in his ministry. A memento was
presented to Fr Melwin as a token of love and appreciation.
b. Lenten Retreat
The Lenten retreat was conducted on 3rd and 4th March in the
Cathedral church by Fr. Gregorios Thuruthikkara. The sessions
were spiritually enriching. The retreat concluded with the Holy
Eucharistic adoration. All parishioners participated in the retreat.
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c. Sunday School Picnic

The Sunday school organized a one day picnic on 17th March at
Girivan Resorts. It was attended by all the students along with
Vicar, Sister, teachers and parents. It was a fun filled day with
sports activities and rain dance.
d. Session on Holy Qurbono
Session on Holy Qurbono was held on 18 March, 2018. The
session was led by Rev. Fr. Varghese Valikkodath. All parishioners
actively participated in the event.
e. Feast of Vicar
Fr. Joseph Venmanth celebrated his feast on March 19, the feast of
St. Joseph. The parish celebrated his feast after the Holy Mass on
18th March. Rev. Fr. Varghese Valikkodath presented him with a
bouquet.
f. Send off to Brothers
Our beloved Brothers Br Alen Thomas OIC and Br Libin Mathew
Kurien OIC completed their ministry in the Cathedral parish. Rev.
Fr. Vicar thanked them and wished them all success in their
journey to priesthood. On behalf of the parish, Mr Kunjachen John
and Mrs. Rosamma George presented gifts to the brothers.
g. 24-hour Adoration
24 hour Holy Eucharistic Adoration was conducted on 23rd and
24th March at the Cathedral church following the 40th Friday
Holy Mass. Different organizations and prayer groups of the
parish actively gave leadership to the adoration.
2. St Thomas MSCC, Chinchwad
a. Anniversary Celebration
The 9th Anniversary celebrations of the newly constructed
th
Chinchwad parish Church was held on 10 February, 2018. On this
occasion Holy Qurbono was celebrated by Fr Zacharias Nanthiattu
OIC along with Fr Abraham Thanuvelil, the Vicar. Various cultural
programmes were held after the Qurbono.
b. Lenten Retreat
Annual Lenten Retreat was held on Friday 9th March 2018. Fr.
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Jose Maridas was the retreat preacher. It was a great blessing and
spiritually enthralling experience.
c. Class on the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Father Varghese Valikkodath led a session on Confession on 11th
March 2018. All the parish members attended the session. Fr
Varghese also celebrated holy Qurbono for the parish community
in Hindi.
3. St Antony's MSCC, Vishrantwadi
a. Lenten Retreat
Lenten retreat was organised on four consecutive Sundays from 25
February to 18 March, 2018. Rev. Fr. Benoy Kannananickal
(Vicar, Chavara Church), Rev. Fr. Rajan Punnackal ( JDV Pune),
Rev. Fr. Praveen Pottanani ( JDV Pune) and Rev. Dr. Cyril Anand
OIC ( Rector , Bethany Ashram, Ramwadi) led the sessions. It
was a spiritually energizing experience in which all the
parishioners actively participated.
b. 'ARISE' Youth Lenten Retreat
The MCYM unit organised a one day retreat titled- `ARISE' Youth
Lenten Retreat on 03 March 2018 at Ishwani Kendra, Ramwadi.
The retreat was led by Rev Fr Toni, Director of Ishwani Kendra.
Bishop Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Vicar General Rev Msgr.
Varghese Mattamana, MCYM Exarchial Director Rev Fr
Varghese Valikkodath visited the youths and encouraged them.
Over 50 youths from the parish attended the day long retreat.
c. Kudos to Dr Ronnie Mathew
Dr Ronnie Mathew of this parish scored an All India Rank - 185 in
the NEET PG 2018. He is presently doing his internship at the
prestigious B. J. Medical College Pune.
d. Marathi Mission
A retreat for the Marathi community in the area of Bhopkel was
held on 15 March 2018 at the residence of Mrs Gracy Mathew. Fr
George Mathew OIC led the session on the day. Around 55 people
had a spiritual joy of experiencing our Lord more intensely. Fr
Varghese Kaithon, Vicar, gave leadership to this endeavor.
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4. St Mary's MSCC, Warje
a. Lenten Retreat

A one day Malayalam Lenten retreat was conducted on 18
February after the Holy Mass. Retreat was led by Mr. K.M.
Johnson from Bangalore. It was a session with ample devotional
songs and interactive talks. All parishioners actively participated
in the retreat which ended with Lunch.
b. Felicitation to Fr. Benjamin OIC
Fr. Benjamin OIC, newly ordained priest, visited the parish on 4
March. The Holy Qurbono and special services for the erection of
Golgotha owing to the Mid-Lent were celebrated by him. He had
served the parish on account of his pastoral ministry for the period
2016-2017. The parish conveyed their prayers and blessings for
the success of his future missionary activities.
c. Eucharistic Adoration
The Parish had a 12 hrs. retreat (8.00 a.m to 8.00 p.m), with
Eucharistic adoration and sacrament of confession. The day
started with morning prayers, Holy Qurbono, Eucharistic
exposition, adoration and concluded with the final blessing. The
day was conducted under the leadership of Fr. Melwin Mathew
OIC. The retreat was a divine blessing, helping the parishioners to
praise, thank and get closer to our Lord.
5. Holy Redeemer's MSCC, Kalewadi
Annual Lenten Retreat
The Annual Retreat for the parish was held on 03 March. It was led
by Rev Fr Jinto Edattukunnel, Director - Charismatic Movement
of Kalyan Diocese. The Retreat started with evening prayers,
Gaana Shrushrusha and continued with the preaching of the
Gospel. Prayers for students appearing for 10th and 12th standard
students were held separately. The retreat was indeed thought
provoking and sprit filled.
Mumbai District
1. St Thomas MSCC, Borivili
a. Annual Retreat
The annual retreat for the parish was held on Sunday, 18 March
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2018. Rev Fr Jose Mariadas OIC led the retreat which began
immediately after the celebration of the Holy Qurbono. The theme
of the retreat was, 'how to make our life a blessing for others'. The
class was truly very significant. The participation of the
parishioners was appreciable.
b. Suvisesha Sangham Class
Rev Fr Antony Kakkanat, the Director of sabhathala suvisesha
sangham led the meeting of suvisesha sangham members in the
parish and also conducted Lectio Divina. The study and method of
the Lectio Divina was a blessed experience contemplating,
meditating and reading the Bible.
2. St Mary's MSCC, Dombivli
a. MCYM District Secretariat Visit
On 04 March, 2018, MCYM District Secretariat Team visited
Dombivli Unit. The youths along with the Secretariat team, the
Vicar and Sister In charge were present for the same.The youths
put forth in front of Secretariat Team their feedback and concerns.
b. Way of the Cross
On account of Lent Season, way of the cross was conducted under
the leadership of various organizations in the parish every
saturdays with the help of Vicar and Sister in Charge. It started
with the Evening prayer, Bible reflection followed by the Way of
the Cross.
3. St Mary's MSCC, Sakinaka
a. Participation in Kenosis
MCYM Mumbai District Committee had organized a one day
retreat titled "Kenosis" at St. Thomas Malankara Catholic Church,
Borivli on 18th February, 2018. The speaker for the day was
Sr Paulina. About 20 youth from Sakinaka attended the session
and were blessed.
b. Participation in Ecumenical Football Tournament
MCYM Kharghar had organised an Ecumenical Football
Tournament on 24 February, 2018 titled “Foot Soul Football
Tournament.” A team from Sakinaka parish participated in it and
reached the semifinals.
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c. Adhyaphala Lelam

On 18 February, the parish organized "Adhyaphala Lelam" for
Sunday School Kids wherein the kids had themselves brought
stationeries and chocolates to be sold. The money collected from it
was saved as MSCCL funds.
4. St John the Baptist MSCC, Vasai
a. MCCL Orphanage Visit
MCCL members from the parish visited an orphanage named
'Handmaids of the Blessed Trinity' on 25 March 2018 and provided
the inmates with lunch and other daily need commodities. The
children also entertained the inmates with games and fun
activities. This program was part of the Lenten charity work for the
children of the parish.
b. SOCIUS 2018
MCYM Vasaiconducted an annual ecumenical meet on 18th
March 2018 to build fellowship and togetherness with the sisterly
churches. Youth members from Syro-Malabar Church, Syrian
Orthodox Church, Marthoma Church ,CSI Church actively
participated in the event. A Class on Medical First Aid and CPR
was conducted by Mrs. Ashlin Jithin. Rev. Fr. Melwin Mathew
OIC conducted a class on Stress and Crisis management. Both the
sessions were highly enriching and well appreciated by youths
gathered from different Churches. Besides the classes there were
wonderful musical sessions by Gospel Resonance Band, and other
fun filled activities and games.
5. St Mary's MSCC, Kharghar
a. Ecumenical Football Tournament
An Ecumenical Football Tournament was organised by Kharghar
MCYM for a social cause under the leadership of the Rev Fr Ani
Zacharia OIC at Sporting Ventures Turf, Vashi. The event was
named as “FOOTSOUL 2018.” A total of 16 teams from different
Christian parishes participated in the event. The event was a great
success. The Football tournament was blessed by the presence of
Msgr Rev Fr Varghese Mattamana, Rev Fr Ani Zacharia OIC, Fr
Benedict OIC, Fr Soju, Avinash Lad (Municipal Corporator and
Ex- Deputy Mayor), Sr Agnel SIC and Sr Lucia SIC.
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b. Vicar's Festal Celebration
The feast of Rev Fr Ani Zachariah OIC, the Vicar, was celebrated
on 25 February after the Holy Qurbono in the presence of all
parishioners. To share the joy of the occasion a cake cutting
ceremony was held. It was a family experience.
c. MCYM District Secretariat's Visit
The parish MCYM was happy to receive the District MCYM
representatives for an open discussion on the activities of the unit
MCYM. All the MCYM members of the parish were present and
discussed on the upcoming events. The presence and guidance of
the Vicar was a blessing for the thought process.
6. Holy Family MSCC, Vikhroli
a. Parish Festal Celebration
The month of February is observed as the month of Holy Family
and in observation to the same HFMSCC celebrated its parish feast
rd
th
on 3 and 4 February 2018. The festal flag was hoisted by Rev. Fr.
Antony Padipurackal OIC, former Vicar of the parish. Retreat was
was held on 03 February, where Rev. Fr. Santosh & Rev. Msgr.
Varghese Mattamana spoke on different spiritual aspects of a
family and how every family member can contribute towards
becoming a Holy Family. Perunaal was celebrated on 04 February;
Rev. Msgr. Varghese Mattamana was the main celebrant in the
concelebrated Holy Qurbono along with Rev. Fr. Reji Oommen.
Four children from the unit received First Holy Communion on
that day.
b. MCCL Day
MCCL day was observed on 11 February. The catechism students
and their teachers brought offertory for the Holy Qurbana,
celebrated by Rev. Msgr. Varghese Mattamana. In a short program
thereafter, the students presented their talents in the form of skit,
mono act etc. The programme ended with a congratulatory speech
by Rev. Msgr. Varghese Mattamana.
c. Lenten Retreat
The annual Lenten Retreat for the parish was held on 17 and 18
March 2018, under the leadership of Msgr. Varghese Mattamana.
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Mr. T.S. Johnson from Carmelaram parish in Bangalore led the
retreat and inspired the parishioners to reflect on their lives and to
live a radical life.
Hyderabad District
a. Visit to Karunalaya
Parishioners from both the churches in Hyderabad District-Picket
and Jeedimetla visited Bethany Karunalaya on18 Feb 2018, to
share their time and concern with the poor as part of the Lenten
spirituality. Holy Qurbono was celebrated at Karunalaya by Very
Rev. Dr. Geevaghese Kuttiyil OIC (Provincial Superior Bethany
Navajeevan province) along with Fr. Shyju Mathew OIC and Fr.
Godwin OIC. A Cleanliness and Dental Awareness camp for the
inmates was held as part of the visit. The parishioners themselves
prepared the food and served it to the inmates and later spent time
with them by playing games.
b. Lenten Annual Retreat
A retreat was organized in Jeedimetla for the Malankara Catholics
of Hyderabad Secunderabad district. The retreatwas led by Rev
Fr. John Nirmalanand OIC (Rector, Minor Seminary of Bethany
Ashram, Trivandrum). The retreat ended with adoration and Holy
Mass led by Fr. Shyju Mathew OIC, Fr. John Nirmalanand OIC
and Fr. Blesson OIC
c. Suvisesha Sangam Meeting
Malankara Catholic Suvisesha Sangham Monthly Formation
Programme of Hyderabad District was held on 18 March, 2018 at
Mother Mary Malankara Catholic Church from 9.30 am to 3.00
pm.The day began with the Morning Prayers and continued with
the Holy Qurbono and concluded with the Noon Prayers.Classes
were led bySr. Sophia Paul DM who enriched the members about
'New Testament.'A total of 37 members have been part of this
session.
Bangalore District
1. St Alphonsa MSCC, Carmelaram
a. Participation in Mathrusangham Arts Fest
The Bangalore District level competition for liturgical singing and
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Bible Quiz was held on the 4th of March 2018 at Hennur Parish.
Ten mothers from Carmelaram Parish took part in the event. The
mothers put up a very enthusiastic performance bagging second
prize in singing and third prize in the quiz competition.
b. Women's Day Celebration
Women's Day was celebrated on Sunday, 11th March 2018. The
Holy Mass was celebrated by Rev Dr Jose Maridas OIC along with
the Associate Vicar Rev Fr Geevarghese Kaithavana. Fr Maridas
gave an inspiring message about the role of women. For the first
time in the parish, women started reading the Epistle during the
Holy Qurbono. Mrs. Hema Elizabeth Joseph, Suvisesha Sangham
member, read the epistle. After the Holy Qurbono, Mr. Rishi John
Joseph gave a lighthearted and insightful message on behalf of the
MCYM.
Institutional News
Mar Gregorios College
st
a. 21 College Annual Day Program
MGC celebrated its 21College Annual Day on 2 March 2018.
Dr. G. Ravindran, Head, Department of Journalism and Mass
Communication, University of Madras, graced the occasion as the
Chief Guest. His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar
Anthonios presided over the function. Various cultural
programmes added colour to the event.
st
b. 21 College Sports Day
The 21st College Sports Day was held on 24th February, 2018.
Dr. C.K. Gandhi Rajan IPS, DGP, was the Chief Guest on this
occasion. Track and off-track events were conducted periodically
to encourage the sportsmanship of students. The Winners were
awarded with medals, Cups and certificates by the DGP and
Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipra.
c. Dengue Awareness Program
Dengue Awareness Program was conducted on 16.03.2018 in
MGC at 3:00pm. Principal Dr K Mohandoss introduced the
resource person and welcomed the gathering. He also gave an
introduction about the programme. Dr C Rajamanickam, Vector
Borne Disease Consultant led the sessions.
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Jeevan Darshan Camp Schedule
3-4 April
3-4 April
5-7 April
5-7 April
13-15 April
24-26 April
24-26 April
24-26 April
27-29 April
29 April 01 May

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

Kamagiri Mission I
Kamagiri Mission II
Singasandra
Hennur
Pune
Hyderabad
Chennai
Samrakshana Ashram
Bapatla Mission
Mumbai

The Ephremite Matrimonial Column

1. Malankara Catholic Parents from Tiruvalla based in Pune, seeking
suitable alliance for their daughter (BE, 25years, 152cm), working as System
Administrator in a leading IT Company in Pune. Parents of qualified and well
employed boys may contact on 88 30 70 66 68 (Viber/Whatsapp: 0096566738945)
2. Parents of a Syro-Malankara girl aged 26, fair complexion, 5.5 inch
height, born and bought up in India currently working in USA doing RNI job
seek alliance from those Syro-Malankara boys having H1 Visa (USA) and
Masters in Computer Science, Engineering or PHRMD. Contact with
photograph and full Bio-data.Email: jacobabraham@gmail.com, Phone
2153036961
3. Malankara Catholic parents based in Mumbai seeking suitable alliance
for their daughter 25/163, BSC Nurse, working in the UK as a Registered
Nurse. Parents of qualified and well employed boys may contact +91 98671
07752/ +91 91672 10726.
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SEVA
The activities of SEVA gearing up with the Principal, Staff and
Students of Mar Ivanios School, Gurav Pimple visiting the slums
in Sarvathra Vihar in Pune. They interacted with the people and
distributed study materials and supporting kits for the SEVA Kids.
On 8 March the SEVA staff and SHG Members participated in
International Women's Day Awareness Programme organized by
Streevani NGO at Vadgaonseri. The SEVA Staff also visited new
villages in Bapatla and Khopoli.
Obituary
The Exarchate expresses deepest
condolences on the demise of Mr. E I
Geevarghese from the Carmelaram
Parish, Bangalore and Mrs Saramma
Abraham from Vishrantwadi parish,
Pune. May their souls rest in eternal
peace.

Days of Remembrance
01
08
12
28

:
:
:
:

Easter
Commemoration of Bishop Lawrence Mar Ephrem
Feast of Bishop Abraham Mar Julios
Commemoration of Bishop Issac Mar Yuhannon

Bishop's Diary
01
04
05
07
11
13
15
21
22

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

Pune
Ambernath, Mumbai
Camp - Bengaluru
Marriage, Adoor
NBCLC meeting at Catholicate Center, Trivandrum
Boisar, Mumbai
Warje, Church blessing and First Holy Communion Evening Kalewadi
Suvisesha Sangham, Mumbai
Suvisesha Sangham, Pune
Evening Chinchwad
23-25 : Denkanokottai & Kamagiri Mission, Bengaluru
26-27 : Camp Hyderabad
28-29 : Assembly Preparation, Catholicate Centre Trivandrum
30
: Camp Mumbai
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Feast of Commemmoration

Most Rev Lawrence Mar
Ephrem, 08 April

Festal
Greeting

Most Rev Isaac Mar
Yohannon, 28 April

Most Rev Abraham
Mar Julios, 12 April

Congratulatios to Dr Ronnie Mathew from Vishrathwadi Parish
who stood 185th Rank in the All India NEET Examination 2018

51 Bhaupatil Road, Bhopadi, Pune - 411 020. Tel.: +91 9545941458. Email : ephremite@gmail.com
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